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Discussion Questions 
 

 Richard Hannay is an ordinary man who gets caught up in a larger-than-life adventure. Have 
you ever found yourself in a situation that was more than you bargained for? Was it 
pleasant or unpleasant? Did you regret it and wish for your old situation that you once took 
for granted, or did you focus on moving forward? 
 

 Have you, like Hannay, ever been accused of doing something you did not do? How did you 
deal with the accusation and its consequences? Would you handle anything differently now 
than you did then? 

 

 Pamela did not believe Hannay was innocent until she overheard the heavies talking on the 
phone in the hotel. Have you ever found it difficult to believe someone, but then found out 
they were telling the truth? How did you feel? What did you do? If you confronted them or 
apologized, how did the other person react? 

 

 What common plot devices, situations, locations or characters are often found in… 
Comedies? Mysteries? Adventures? Suspense or spy thrillers? Do you think these devices 
would need to change if the story’s format changed from book to film to stage?  If so, how? 

 
 

Fun Facts about Alfred Hitchcock 
 

 He had a lifelong fear of the police stemming from an incident at age 5 in which he was 
locked in a prison cell as punishment for naughty behavior. 

 

 He said, in a 1963 interview, “I’m frightened of my own movies. I never go to see them. I 
don’t know how people can bear to watch my movies.” 

 

 He loved pranks and practical jokes – on the first day of filming The 39 Steps he handcuffed 
the two stars together, who had not met before, and claimed to have misplaced the key until 
they got to know each other a little better. He was also known to find out people’s phobias 
(mice, spiders, etc.) and send them a box full of them. 

 

 He would often hide from his producer if there was a problem with the production of a film. 
His favorite hiding spot was behind the couch in his office. 

 

 He made cameo appearances in nearly all of his movies. His daughter Patricia received roles 
in several of his films as well, and his wife Alma served as his assistant director and editor. 

 

 He tried to buy up all the copies of the book “Psycho” by Robert Bloch before he made it into 
a film so that nobody would know the ending ahead of time. He also bought back the rights 
to five of his most notable films so they couldn’t be seen again until nearly 30 years later by 
a fresh movie-going audience. 

 

 He had a phobia of eggs and was extremely uncomfortable around small children. 
 

 He was refused permission to film at Disneyland by Walt Disney himself, citing “that 
disgusting movie Psycho.” 

 

 He never learned to drive or obtained a driver’s license. 
 

 Later in life, his guilty pleasure movies were Smokey the Bandit (1977) and Benji (1974). 
 

 His Academy Award acceptance speech was only five words long, “Thank you…very much 
indeed.” 
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Where Does Art Come From? 
 

Do you ever wonder where art comes from? Often it comes from an idea, thing, person, or situation 
that is so affecting that the artist cannot get it out of their mind.   
 
When Alfred Hitchcock was a small child his father sent him to the police station, note in hand. The 
note requested that as punishment for doing something naughty, the young child be locked up for 
several minutes. According to Christopher Zara’s book Tortured Artists (citing interviews with 
Hitchcock’s daughter, Patricia), “Even at this early age, he understands the concept of cruel and 
unusual punishment with perfect clarity…the helplessness of being wrongfully accused…the 
frustration of excessive punishment…the debilitating shyness that cripples him in the presence of 
authority figures…and the fear of incarceration. He never forgot the sound of the cell door clanking 
behind him. [Art] brings purpose to the unjust incarceration of a little boy and to the psychological 
damage it inflicted. Art brings meaning to all that.”  
 
Knowing this about Hitchcock’s childhood, it is easier to distinguish where his inspiration came 
from for his films – especially those that highlight ordinary or innocent men wrongfully accused of 
something, or characters on the run from the police or other authority figures. 
 
Take a look at the themes and motifs present in the works of some of your favorite filmmakers, 
authors, artists, or songwriters. After conducting research on their life, can you draw any parallels 
between their life experiences and what may have influenced their art?  

 
 


