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GEVA TO DIM LIGHTS IN HONOR OF 
PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN 

Geva Theatre Center joins Broadway tonight in honoring Oscar-winner,  
3-time Tony nominee and Rochester native   

 

February 5, 2014. Rochester, N.Y. Geva Theatre Center will join with the Broadway community this 

evening in dimming its marquee lights at 7:45pm for 1-minute in tribute to Philip Seymour Hoffman. 

In addition to his incredible body of over 50 films, the Fairport native was nominated for three Tony 

Awards for his work on Broadway for his performances in True West (2000), Long Day’s Journey into 

Night (2003) and Death of a Salesman (2012).  He joined the Off-Broadway LAByrinth Theatre 

Company in 1995 and was its Co-Artistic Director for several years. His Off-Broadway credits included 

Othello, The Merchant of Venice, Shopping and F**king and Defying Gravity. 

As a stage director, Hoffman received two Drama Desk nominations for Outstanding Direction of a 

Play, for Jesus Hopped the ‘A’ Train (2001), which also played at the Arts Theatre in London; and Our 

Lady of 121st Street (2003). 

In a 2008 interview with NPR, Hoffman talked about the impact that seeing local, live stage 

productions at theatres such as Geva had on him from a young age.  

Out of respect for the Hoffman family, neither Geva leadership nor staff will be available for comment, 

or issue a statement at this time, preferring to let the act of dimming the theatre’s lights, one of the 

highest honors in American theatre, speak for itself. 

 
GEVA THEATRE CENTER 

Founded in 1972, Geva Theatre Center is a not-for-profit, professional theatre company dedicated to creating 
and producing professional theatre productions, programs and services of a national standard. As Rochester’s 
leading professional theatre, Geva Theatre Center is the most attended regional theatre in New York State, 
and one of the 25 most attended in the country, serving up to 160,000 patrons annually, including more than 
16,000 students.  
 
The 524-seat Elaine P. Wilson Mainstage is home to a wide variety of performances, from musicals to 
American and world classics. The 180-seat Ron & Donna Fielding Nextstage is home to Geva’s own series of 
contemporary drama, comedy and musical theatre; Geva Comedy Improv; Geva’s New Play Reading Series 
and the Hornet’s Nest - an innovative play-reading series facilitating community-wide discussion on 
controversial topics. In addition, the Nextstage hosts visiting companies of both local and international renown. 
 
Geva Theatre Center offers a wide variety of educational, outreach and literary programs, nurturing audiences 
and artists alike. Since 1995, the organization has been under the artistic direction of Mark Cuddy.  
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