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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

GEVA ANNOUNCES 2014-2015 SEASON 
 

2014-2015 Wilson Mainstage Season will be sponsored by ESL Federal Credit Union and 
features Tony Award winners, a world premiere comedy & a tuneful family musical. 

 

Full season of productions in the Fielding Nextstage including two world premieres. 
 

 
Monday, March 24, 2014. Rochester, N.Y. – Four productions still remain in Geva Theatre Center’s 41st 

Season: the world premiere of Informed Consent, which officially opened on Saturday evening; the hit new 

play, I and You; the world premiere of Mat Smart’s Tinker to Evers to Chance; and the season’s grand finale, 

Neil Simon’s classic comedy The Odd Couple. The 2013-2014 Season has repositioned Geva around 

relationship-building between artists and patrons with innovative programs like the Cohort Club, “Theatre 

& Race: A Community Conversation,” behind-the-scenes programming, audience interaction, and digital 

engagement. For the 2014-2015 Season, Geva will continue to explore innovative ways of connecting 

patrons and artists and art with the community. 

 

Geva Theatre Center’s Artistic Director Mark Cuddy and Executive Director Tom Parrish are proud to 

announce the 12 major productions of the much anticipated 2014-2015 Season, the non-profit’s 42nd year 

of making professional theatre of a national standard in Rochester.  

 

ESL Federal Credit Union joins as sponsor of the 2014-2015 Wilson Mainstage Season, which features one 

of the greatest thrillers written for the stage; an award-winning play about how twists of fate can 

determine our path; a popular musical for the whole family; the world premiere of a flirtatious new 

comedy by a Rochester-born playwright; a breathtaking play about Martin Luther King, Jr.’s last night on 

earth; and a laugh-out-loud comedy that was the toast of Broadway last season.  

 

Geva also announces a hilarious musical for the summer and the return of the theatre’s magical production 

of A Christmas Carol, which has become Rochester’s holiday tradition. Additionally, Geva will present a full 

season of productions in the Fielding Nextstage throughout 2014-2015, including hosting the third annual 

Rochester Fringe Festival, and an eclectic range of contemporary plays in the Fielding Studio Series. 
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“Professional theater-making at Geva involves hundreds of guest artists and resident staff, who have 

devised a wide variety of artistic work to be on the Geva stage in 2014-15” commented Artistic Director 

Mark Cuddy. “Playwrights, directors, actors, and designers are eagerly anticipating joining with the over 

130,000 expected attendees to create memorable theatrical performances specifically for our community.” 

 

“The 2014-2015 Season will continue to build on Geva’s tradition of top quality theatre and educational 

programming made right here in Rochester, for Rochester,” adds Executive Director Tom Parrish. “We are 

grateful to the thousands of season subscribers that have already committed to making this memorable 

season with our artists, and to our many donors, whose philanthropic support makes all of Geva’s artistic, 

education, literary and community building work possible.”  

 

“Geva Theatre Center has been a vital element of the arts and cultural experience in Rochester for more 

than 40 years,” said David L. Fiedler, CEO, ESL Federal Credit Union. “With its community outreach and 

educational programs, Geva’s impact extends beyond artists and audiences. ESL Federal Credit Union is 

pleased to lend its support as the sponsor of the 2014-2015 Wilson Mainstage Season. Geva’s spirit and 

artistic excellence shines a spotlight on our community and continues to enhance our quality of life in the 

Greater Rochester area.” 

 

Since 1972, the not-for-profit Geva Theatre Center has been Rochester’s theatre home, offering patrons 

the opportunity to enjoy the work of the country’s top artists right in their own community. Geva Theatre 

Center is one of the premier cultural and educational institutions in Rochester, the most attended regional 

theatre in New York State, and a leader among American professional theatres. 

 

ESL 2014-2015 Wilson Mainstage Season 
 

WAIT UNTIL DARK 
By Frederick Knott 

Adapted by Jeffrey Hatcher 
Directed by David Ira Goldstein 
September 9 – October 5, 2014 

 
A Greenwich Village apartment becomes the setting of a suspenseful game of cat and mouse when a group 
of thuggish con men manipulate and terrorize the recently blinded Susan over a mysterious doll hidden 
inside – waiting until dark to play out this classic stage thriller’s chilling conclusion. The vulnerable Susan 
must muster her resources to outmaneuver her tormentors, turn her disability to advantage, and survive. 



 

GOOD PEOPLE 
By David Lindsay-Abaire 
Directed by Mark Cuddy 

October 21 – November 16, 2014 
 
In South Boston, this month’s paychecks cover last month’s bills; bingo is a night on the town and sharp-
tongued single-mom Margie Walsh has been let go from yet another job. Scrambling to make ends meet, 
she risks what little she has left to look up an old flame, hoping he’ll help her make a fresh start. Nominated 
for a Tony Award for Best Play, a humor-filled drama from Pulitzer Prize winner David Lindsay-Abaire about 
how twists of fate can determine our path. 
 

LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS 
Book by Howard Ashman, Music & Lyrics by Alan Menken and Howard Ashman 

Directed by Sean Daniels 
January 13 – February 15, 2015 

 
A hapless skid row floral assistant becomes an overnight sensation – and gets the girl of his dreams – when 
he discovers an exotic man-eating plant. This delightfully demented, charming and tuneful family musical 
blends doo-wop, rock and Motown into an affectionate cult classic send-up of B-movie horror flicks and the 
American Dream. From the award-winning songwriting team of Howard Ashman and Alan Menken. 

 

World Premiere 

WOMEN IN JEOPARDY! 
By Wendy MacLeod 

Directed by Sean Daniels 
February 24 – March 22, 2015 

 
Thelma and Louise meets The First Wives Club in this fun and flirtatious new comedy by Rochester-born 
playwright Wendy MacLeod. Divorcees Mary and Jo are suspicious of their friend Liz’s new dentist 
boyfriend. He’s not just a weirdo; he may be a serial killer! After all, his hygienist just disappeared. Trading 
their wine glasses for spy glasses, imaginations run wild as the ladies try to discover the truth and save their 
friend in a hilarious off-road adventure. 
 

THE MOUNTAINTOP 
By Katori Hall 

Directed by Skip Greer 
March 31 – April 26, 2015 

 
A soul-stirring reimagining of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s last night on earth. After delivering one of his 
most memorable speeches, an exhausted King retires to his room at the Lorraine Motel. A visit from the 
feisty hotel maid compels him to confront his own doubts, destiny and legacy. Winner of the Olivier Award 
for Best Play and a hit in London and on Broadway, dramatic, magical storytelling gives insight into King, the 
man, and reaches a summit that will leave audiences breathless. 
 
 



VANYA AND SONIA AND MASHA AND SPIKE 
By Christopher Durang 

Directed by Bruce Jordan 
May 5 – May 31, 2015 

 
An irresistible, laugh-out-loud comedy and winner of the Tony Award for Best Play. Middle-aged siblings 
Vanya and Sonia live a quiet life in the Pennsylvania farmhouse where they grew up. When their movie-star 
sister Masha makes a surprise visit with her hot boy-toy Spike in tow, so begins an unforgettable weekend 
of rivalry, regret and hilarious racket in this wacky, Chekhovian mash-up. By the end of their impromptu 
family reunion, this lovable bunch won't ever be the same!  
 

2014-2015 Fielding Nextstage Season  
Supported by the Gouvernet Arts Fund at the Community Foundation 

 

FESTIVAL OF NEW THEATRE 
OCTOBER 2014 

 
A two-week showcase of new plays and projects that are currently in Geva’s developmental process. More 
than 250 full-length or short works have received readings and/or workshops as part of Geva’s new play 
development programs, and more than 65 have had subsequent productions around the country and the 
globe. 

 

‘TIL DEATH DO US PART: 
LATE NITE CATECHISM 3 

By Maripat Donovan 
Starring Colleen Moore 

November 4 – November 30, 2014 
 
After teaching countless students about the saints, venial sins, limbo and more, Colleen Moore returns as 
‘Sister’ to offer up hilarious lessons on the Sacraments of Marriage and the Last Rites, including her own 
wacky version of “The Newlywed Game.” Classroom participation is a must, so bring along your sweetie 
and your sense of humor for a session with the world’s feistiest couples counselor!  

 

2015 Fielding Studio Series 
 

World Premiere 

KATHERINE’S COLORED LIEUTENANT 
By Nora Cole 

February 5 – February 22, 2015 
 
Nora Cole (Fences, Voices of the Spirits in My Soul) digs deep into her family’s history to tell the story of her 
uncle, a Tuskegee airman, and her aunt, a Louisville schoolteacher. A moving and captivating love story set 
amidst the racial divisions of the American South during and after WWII. 
 



A BODY OF WATER 
By Lee Blessing 

March 19 – April 5, 2015 
 
A long-married couple wakes one beautiful morning in an idyllic summer house surrounded by lush lawn 
and a vast body of water. There’s only one problem – they have absolutely no memory of who they are, or 
how they got there. Their world is complicated further when a mysterious young woman arrives, offering 
information and potential explanations. Without the foundation of memory, life is a never-ending stream 
of possibilities – and secrets. 

 

World Premiere 

TRUE HOME 
by Cass Morgan 

April 23 – May 10, 2015 
 
With the help of two talented musicians, Broadway veteran and writer Cass Morgan searches for her roots 
in True Home. A trip to the West of Ireland sparks memories of her childhood in Rochester, her growing up 
in a Florida trailer park, and a need to reconcile with her parents in an enchanting evening of story and 
song. 
 

Special Productions 
 

THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY SPELLING BEE 
Music and lyrics by William Finn, Book by Rachel Sheinkin, 

Conceived by Rebecca Feldman and additional material by Jay Reiss 
Directed by Melissa Rain Anderson 

July 9 – July 27, 2014 
 

A hilarious, Tony Award-winning musical that follows six over-achieving and awkward adolescents on their 
quest for the spelling championship of a lifetime. Overseen by grown-ups who barely managed to escape 
childhood themselves, the eccentric group of outsiders learns that winning isn’t everything and that losing 
doesn’t necessarily make you a loser. This tuneful, clever and heartwarming coming-of-age tale also invites 
volunteers from the audience to participate in each performance, ensuring new and unexpected comedy 
every night. 
 

Rochester’s Holiday Tradition 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
By Charles Dickens  

Adapted for the stage by Mark Cuddy 
Music and lyrics by Gregg Coffin 

Directed by Mark Cuddy 
November 26 – December 27, 2014  

 
On Christmas Eve, Scrooge is visited by a series of ghosts who remind him who he was and what he might 
yet become. He learns the true meaning of the season and that it’s never too late to make a new start. The 



famous tale of redemption for the most despised man in London will awaken your heart and rekindle your 
spirit in this critically acclaimed adaptation. Recommended for the entire family! (Please remember that 
children under five are not permitted in the theatre.)  *Note: Not a part of the Wilson Mainstage 
subscription series. 
 

Because professional regional theatre cannot be sustained on ticket sales alone, Geva Theatre Center 

thanks those generous individuals and businesses that have already committed to making our 2014-2015 

Season one to remember: ESL Federal Credit Union, Maxwell Boev Neurosurgical Group, Flaum 

Management Company, Rockcastle Florist, RG&E, Tasteful Connections Catering, Madeleine’s Catering, 

WARM 101.3, Fickle 93.3, SUNNY FM, WXXI, WYSL, 98PXY, 13WHAM, The Drive FM, WROC TV, Legends 

102.7 and WHEC TV. 

 

Subscriptions for the Wilson Mainstage Season (beginning at only $138) and Fielding Studio Series (only 

$79 with a Mainstage Subscription) are on sale now. Subscribing is easy, flexible and affordable.  

Subscribers enjoy the best seats at the best prices plus a host of exclusive benefits like ticket exchange 

privileges, priority advance booking and discounts, money-saving coupons to area restaurants, free coat 

check and more.  Subscribers to the 2014-2015 Season will be able to purchase tickets for A Christmas 

Carol, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee and ‘Til Death Do Us Part beginning March 25. Tickets 

for The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee go on sale to the general public on April 15 and tickets 

for A Christmas Carol go on sale to the general public on September 15. Tickets to all individual shows 

will go on sale to the general public on August 5, 2014. All plays, artists, schedules and prices are subject 

to change. 

 
GEVA THEATRE CENTER 

Geva Theatre Center is Rochester’s leading professional theatre and the most attended regional theatre in New York State. 
Founded in 1972, Geva serves up to 160,000 patrons annually, including more than 20,000 students. The 524-seat Elaine P. 
Wilson Mainstage offers a wide variety of shows, from musicals to American and world classics.  

 

The 180-seat Ron & Donna Fielding Nextstage is home to Geva’s own series of contemporary drama, comedy and musical 
theatre; Geva Comedy Improv; Geva’s New Play Reading Series and the Hornet’s Nest – a nationally recognized,  innovative play-
reading series facilitating community-wide discussion on controversial topics. The Nextstage also hosts visiting companies of 
both local and international renown. 
 

Geva Theatre Center offers a wide variety of educational, outreach and literary programs, nurturing audiences and artists alike. 
Since 1995, the organization has been under the artistic direction of Mark Cuddy.  

 
 

FOR RESERVATIONS AND TICKET INFORMATION,  
CONTACT THE BOX OFFICE AT (585) 232-Geva (4382),  
OR VISIT GEVA’S WEBSITE AT www.GevaTheatre.org 

 
*ENDS* 

http://www.gevatheatre.org/


FAST FACTS ON  

 
AND THE 2014-2015 SEASON 

 

Artists: 

 Nearly 5,100 actors, directors, choreographers, designers, musical directors, musicians, stage 

managers, and writers have worked at Geva since it was founded in 1972. 

 Among Geva’s notable alumni are:  

o 1 Pulitzer Prize nominee  

o 4 Academy Award Nominees: Josh Brolin, Robert Downey, Jr., Samuel L. Jackson & Robert 

Vaughn  

o 20 Tony Award winners and 66 Tony nominees  

o 34 Drama Desk Award Winners and 85 Drama Desk nominees  

o 11 Emmy Award Winners and 47 Emmy nominees.  

 Geva casts the country’s top artists from auditions held in New York City and Rochester. Our 

casting director, Paul Fouquet, is a Geva Affiliate Artist and a Rochester native.  

 Geva houses all out-of-town actors, directors and artists in area apartments, which the theatre rents 

at market rate, year round. 

 Geva provides every out-of-town actor, director and artist with a familiarization packet containing 

information on all there is to see and do in Rochester and the surrounding area.  

 Actors who perform at Geva are Rochester residents for an average of 8 weeks and become part of 

the fabric of the community, dining in area restaurants, shopping in area stores and visiting area 

attractions. 

 

Writers and New Plays 

 What appears on our stages comes first from the seed of an idea by a playwright. In 2013-2014, Geva 

welcomed six “Season Playwrights” – playwrights whose work Geva was presenting as either a 

world premiere or second production. These artists were engaged in various activities throughout the 

community and with our patrons throughout the season. 

 Geva has presented approximately 325 play readings and workshops since its inception. More than 65 

Geva developed plays have had subsequent productions around the country and the globe. 

 Play readings are free and open to the public, and the majority are followed by a discussion between 

the audience and the playwright.  

 Our nationally recognized “Hornets’ Nest” series of play readings uses theatre to facilitate 

community discussions on contemporary topics. 

 

Productions: 

 Geva has made over 500 fully-produced productions of plays and musicals since 1972. 

 What audiences see onstage is the culmination of months of work. The artistic team for each show 

begins collaborating 6 months in advance of the first performance on every aspect and detail of the 

production. 

 It takes over 11,000 direct labor hours to produce each show at Geva.   

 

Geva and Geva’s Staff: 

 Geva employs 89 resident full and part-time staff, in addition to some 200 guest actors, designers, 

directors and other artists.  



 Geva operates under agreements  between Actors Equity Association, the union of professional actors 

and stage managers in the US; the Stage Directors and Choreographers Society, an independent 

national labor union; and United Scenic Artists (Local USA-829), a union of scenic, costume, 

lighting and sound designers. 

 Geva is a member of the League of Resident Theatres (LORT), Theatre Communications Group 

(TCG), Visit Rochester, Arts & Cultural Council for Greater Rochester and TheatreROCS. 

 

Economic Impact: 

 Geva’s annual economic impact exceeds $10 million. Since 1972, Geva has contributed over $200 

million in economic activity to the community. 

 86% of Geva’s direct expenses are made in New York State, with 71% in the Rochester area. 

 Geva’s education and work-force training programs serve over 40,000 youth and adults each year. 

 Geva has served over 4 million theatergoers. 

 

 


