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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

GEVA THEATRE CENTER RECEIVES $25,000 

MATCHING CHALLENGE GIFT TO CAP  

2013-2014 SEASON 
 

Rochester, N.Y., June 20, 2014 – Geva Theatre Center has received a $25,000 matching challenge gift from 

Helen Berkeley, Honorary Board member and former Trustee (1979-1987). Ms. Berkeley will match dollar 

for dollar up to $25,000 any new or increased donation to Geva’s Annual Fund before July 31
st
, the end of the 

theatre’s fiscal year.  Geva has just completed its 41
st
 Season, and this capstone challenge gift could make it 

one of the most successful seasons in the theatre’s history.  

 

“We are very grateful for Helen’s support, as we work to grow and encourage philanthropic support for 

Geva,” said Executive Director Tom Parrish.  “We aim to build the strong financial foundation needed for 

Geva’s locally-made productions, educational offerings and community programs, which serve up to 160,000 

Rochesterians each year.  If every patron increased their giving by just $50 (or more), Geva could be one of 

the strongest and most stable theatre companies in the country. ” 

 

Nationally, not-for-profit theatres typically derive half of their revenue from contributions, but Geva remains 

overly reliant on unpredictable ticket sales, with less than 25% of revenue coming from contributions.  While 

the 2012-2013 Season marked the second consecutive season of positive operating cash flow since 2008, this 

below average level of charitable support has led to operating losses in 9 of the past 10 seasons.  Generous 

donations such as Ms. Berkeley’s and those of the individuals she inspires will help the theatre to reach its 

break-even goal by the 2017 Season. 

 

To make a new or increased tax-deductible donation and to have that donation matched, please contact the 

Development Department at (585) 420-2013 or give online at www.gevatheatre.org by July 31. 

 

GEVA THEATRE CENTER 

 

Founded in 1972, Geva Theatre Center is a not-for-profit, professional theatre company dedicated to creating and producing 

professional theatre productions, programs and services of a national standard. As Rochester’s leading professional theatre, Geva 

Theatre Center is the most attended regional theatre in New York State, and one of the 25 most attended in the country, serving up 

to 160,000 patrons annually, including more than 16,000 students.  
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The 524-seat Elaine P. Wilson Mainstage is home to a wide variety of performances, from musicals to American and world classics. 

The 180-seat Ron & Donna Fielding Nextstage is home to Geva’s own series of contemporary drama, comedy and musical theatre; 

Geva Comedy Improv; Geva’s New Play Reading Series and the Hornet’s Nest - an innovative play-reading series facilitating 

community-wide discussion on controversial topics. In addition, the Nextstage hosts visiting companies of both local and 

international renown. 

 

Geva Theatre Center offers a wide variety of educational, outreach and literary programs, nurturing audiences and artists alike. 

Since 1995, the organization has been under the artistic direction of Mark Cuddy.  

 

*ENDS* 


