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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

GEVA THEATRE CENTER RECEIVES NATIONAL 
ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS GRANT 

Grant will support community engagement around  
The Mountaintop and world premiere of Katherine’s Colored Lieutenant.  

 
 

Rochester, N.Y., December 3, 2014 – National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Chairman Jane Chu announced 

today that Geva Theatre Center is one of only 163 nonprofit organizations nationwide to receive an NEA 

Challenge America grant. Geva is recommended for a $10,000 grant to support audience engagement 

opportunities around its upcoming productions of The Mountaintop by Katori Hall and the world premiere of 

Katherine’s Colored Lieutenant by Nora Cole. 

 

Building on its long history of fostering community engagement and dialogue, Geva will again provide 

engagement opportunities related to these two productions, both written by women of color and exploring 

issues of adversity, hope and humanity through significant moments in our nation’s history. 

 

NEA Chairman Jane Chu said, "I'm pleased to be able to share the news of our support through Challenge 

America, including the award to Geva Theatre Center. The arts foster value, connection, creativity and 

innovation for the American people and these recommended grants demonstrate those attributes and affirm 

that the arts are part of our everyday lives."  

 
“Last season’s vast engagement commitment, ‘Theatre and Race: A Community Conversation,’ was centered on four 

plays in which audiences, artists and experts used our productions to talk about Rochester and facing racial challenges 

in their lives,” commented Geva’s Artistic Director Mark Cuddy. “Conversations were honest, thoughtful, and 

passionate as real people confronted the legacy societal structures that color our diverse interactions. This season, I 

look at both The Mountaintop and Katherine’s Colored Lieutenant as a means for audiences to get up close with the 

people inside the movement, inside the theoretical, inside history. These two plays offer a contrast in personality, 

style and period.” 
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The Challenge America category supports projects that extend the reach of the arts to underserved populations 

whose opportunities to experience the arts are limited by geography, ethnicity, economics, or disability. The NEA 

received 347 eligible Challenge America applications and will award 163 grants for a total of $1.63 million.  

For a complete listing of projects recommended for Challenge America support, please visit the NEA website at 

arts.gov. Follow the conversation about this and other NEA‐funded projects on Twitter at #NEAFall2014.  

 

 
 

  GEVA THEATRE CENTER 
Founded in 1972, Geva Theatre Center is a not-for-profit, professional theatre company dedicated to creating and producing 
professional theatre productions, programs and services of a national standard. As Rochester’s leading professional theatre, 
Geva Theatre Center is the most attended regional theatre in New York State, and one of the 25 most subscribed in the 
country, serving up to 160,000 patrons annually, including more than 16,000 students.  
 

The 526-seat Elaine P. Wilson Mainstage is home to a wide variety of performances, from musicals to American and world 
classics. The 180-seat Ron & Donna Fielding Nextstage is home to Geva’s own series of contemporary drama, comedy and 
musical theatre; Geva Comedy Improv; Geva’s New Play Reading Series and the Hornets’ Nest - an innovative play-reading 
series facilitating community-wide discussion on controversial topics. In addition, the Nextstage hosts visiting companies of 
both local and international renown. 
 

Geva Theatre Center offers a wide variety of educational, outreach and literary programs, nurturing audiences and artists alike. 
Since 1995, the organization has been under the artistic direction of Mark Cuddy.  

 
*ENDS* 

 


