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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Geva’s Director of Artistic Engagement and  
Artist at Large Named Artistic Director of  

Merrimack Repertory Theatre  
Sean Daniels begins new post at renowned theatre in July, 2015.  

Tenure at Geva sees creation of Cohort Club and increased audience engagement. 
 

Rochester, N.Y., December 18, 2014 – Sean Daniels, Geva Theatre Center’s Director of Artistic 

Engagement and Artist at Large has been named the new Artistic Director of Merrimack Repertory 

Theatre (MRT) in Lowell, Massachusetts. Daniels will begin his new post full-time in July 2015. 
 

One of only three LORT theatres in Massachusetts, MRT recently celebrated its 35th anniversary. 

The theatre is renowned for producing “vibrant, contemporary plays that explore the heart, humor 

and complexity of relationships.” It is best known for regional and world premieres.  

 

As a director at Geva, Mr. Daniels has staged Informed Consent, The 39 Steps, The Book Club 

Play, 44 Plays for 44 Presidents, Bob, All Your Questions Answered, The Race of the Ark Tattoo 

and Noodle Doodle Box. He begins rehearsals imminently for Geva’s production of Little Shop of 

Horrors and will also direct the world premiere of Women in Jeopardy in February. Daniels also 

developed the Cohort Club at Geva, an innovative engagement program that gives community 

members unprecedented access to the creative process. 

 

“We all feel a sense of pride in Sean’s appointment,” commented Geva’s Artistic Director Mark 

Cuddy. “In three years at Geva Theatre Center, he gave a jolt to our patron engagement programs 

and directed several memorable productions. I have known Sean for over a decade and consider him 

a good friend of mine – and now of Geva. I look forward to brainstorming shared artistic projects 

between our two theatres.” 

 

Daniels has been named “One of the top fifteen up & coming artists in the U.S., whose work will be 

transforming America's stages for decades to come," and  “One Of 7 People Reshaping And 

Revitalizing The American Musical” by American Theatre Magazine. He’s been named “Best 

Director” repeatedly in Atlanta and the Bay Area. 
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“Geva Theatre Center will always be my home,” said Sean Daniels. “It was the first theatre to offer me 

a freelance directing job in the early aughts, it was the first theatre to make me an Affiliate Artist, and 

in 2011 when I wanted to really test out some ideas on how audiences and artists could work 

together, Mark Cuddy was the first to quickly say ‘we’ll make room for you here.’ You don’t get to have 

a career in the American Theatre unless someone early on says ‘I believe in you,’ and for me that has 

always been Mark Cuddy – and by extension, Geva.   But this isn’t an ending – more a growing of our 

current relationship.”  

Prior to his 2011 appointment at Geva, Daniels spent four years at the Tony Award-winning Actors 

Theatre of Louisville as the theatre’s Associate Artistic Director (where he directed a record 17 

productions including five Humana Festivals). Mr. Daniels is the former Associate Artistic 

Director/Resident Director of the California Shakespeare Theater and before that spent a decade as 

the Artistic Director and Co-Founder of Dad’s Garage Theater Company in Atlanta, Georgia.   

 

Daniels added, “I have no doubt that MRT and Geva will now have a healthy relationship as we 

share productions, artists and taunts about which city gets more snow.”  

 

 
GEVA THEATRE CENTER 

Founded in 1972, Geva Theatre Center is a not-for-profit, professional theatre company dedicated to creating and producing 
professional theatre productions, programs and services of a national standard. As Rochester’s leading professional theatre, Geva 
Theatre Center is the most attended regional theatre in New York State, and one of the 25 most attended in the country, serving 
up to 160,000 patrons annually, including more than 16,000 students.  
 

The 526-seat Elaine P. Wilson Mainstage is home to a wide variety of performances, from musicals to American and world classics. 
The 180-seat Ron & Donna Fielding Nextstage is home to Geva’s own series of contemporary drama, comedy and musical theatre; 
Geva Comedy Improv; Geva’s New Play Reading Series and the Hornet’s Nest - an innovative play-reading series facilitating 
community-wide discussion on controversial topics. In addition, the Nextstage hosts visiting companies of both local and 
international renown. 
 

Geva Theatre Center offers a wide variety of educational, outreach and literary programs, nurturing audiences and artists alike. 
Since 1995, the organization has been under the artistic direction of Mark Cuddy.  
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