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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Geva Extends Executive Director  
Tom Parrish’s Contract Through 2018.  

Parrish tenure sees increase in contributed revenue, return to positive cash flow, 
and $10 million capital and endowment campaign to ensure Geva’s future. 

 

Rochester, N.Y., December 15, 2014 – The Executive Committee of Geva Theatre Center’s 

Board of Trustees is pleased to announce the renewal and extension of Executive Director 

Tom Parrish’s contract through December 31, 2018. As Executive Director, Parrish is 

responsible for providing institutional leadership for the $7 million not-for-profit 

organization, including audience and donor development and financial management.  
 

Since Parrish’s arrival at Geva in 2011, a new strategic plan has been developed, individual 

contributions have grown by 45% and total contributions have increased by 40%. Geva’s 

subscriber base has grown to over 10,500, and the theatre has achieved a nearly 90% 

subscription renewal rate (the national average is 72%). Parrish led a Geva Innovation Team 

through the EMCArts Innovation Lab for the Performing Arts and has developed strategies that 

helped the theatre achieve positive cash flow for the first time since 2008 in 2012. In 

partnership with co-Chairs Ted Boucher and David Fiedler, Parrish is currently leading “Front & 

Center: the Campaign for Geva,” a $10 million capital and endowment campaign, of which over 

$8 million has been raised to-date, to completely renovate Geva’s historic building. He has also 

helmed the project to build new downtown artist housing for Geva in partnership with a local 

developer. 
 

“In four years Tom has proven to be a very capable leader for the theatre and a highly visible 

advocate for Geva in our community,” said Joanna Grosodonia, Chair of Geva’s Board of 

Trustees. “I know that he will continue to carry out his guidance and dedication to Geva’s 

mission, vision and values as we move ahead with our plans for fiscal strength and physical 
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renovation. On behalf of the Board, I extend heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to Tom 

for four more successful years.” 

 

Parrish currently serves as a Vice Chair of the Board of Directors of Rochester Downtown 

Development Corporation, Co-Chair of the Tourism & Arts Workgroup of the Finger Lakes 

Regional Economic Development Council, Executive Committee member for the Washington 

Square Park Neighborhood Association, and a member of Rochester Rotary. He is also actively 

involved with the League of Resident Theatres, the management association of America’s top-

tier professional regional theatres, and is a member of the Executive Committee. Parrish was 

named to the Rochester Business Journal’s “40 Under 40” for 2013. Before joining Geva 

Theatre Center in 2011, he served as Executive Director of Merrimack Repertory Theatre (MRT) 

in Lowell, Massachusetts, where he eliminated the company’s accumulated deficit, stimulated 

audience growth and donor development, and operated the company in the black every year. 

Prior to MRT, Parrish served as Associate Managing Director and General Manager of San 

Diego Repertory Theatre, where he received an NAACP Theatre Award for Best Producer. Born 

in Buffalo, with much of his family still living in Western New York, Parrish has worked in 

various capacities at Arena Stage, Dallas Theater Center, The Cleveland Play House, Meadow 

Brook Theatre, Dobama Theater and the Dallas Symphony Orchestra. He received both a 

M.B.A. and M.A. in Arts Administration from Southern Methodist University, a B.A. in Theatre 

Arts and Economics from Case Western Reserve University, and attended the National Theater 

Institute at the Eugene O’Neill Theater Center. He lives in downtown Rochester. 

 

Parrish’s contract renewal comes soon after the announcement that Geva’s Artistic Director 

Mark Cuddy had renewed his contract through 2020. 
 

GEVA THEATRE CENTER 
 

Founded in 1972, Geva Theatre Center is a not-for-profit, professional theatre company dedicated to creating and producing 
professional theatre productions, programs and services of a national standard. As Rochester’s leading professional theatre, Geva 
Theatre Center is the most attended regional theatre in New York State, and one of the 25 most attended in the country, serving 
up to 160,000 patrons annually, including more than 16,000 students.  
 

The 526-seat Elaine P. Wilson Mainstage is home to a wide variety of performances, from musicals to American and world classics. 
The 180-seat Ron & Donna Fielding Nextstage is home to Geva’s own series of contemporary drama, comedy and musical theatre; 
Geva Comedy Improv; Geva’s New Play Reading Series and the Hornet’s Nest - an innovative play-reading series facilitating 
community-wide discussion on controversial topics. In addition, the Nextstage hosts visiting companies of both local and 
international renown. 
 

Geva Theatre Center offers a wide variety of educational, outreach and literary programs, nurturing audiences and artists alike. 
Since 1995, the organization has been under the artistic direction of Mark Cuddy.  
 

*ENDS* 
 


