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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

GEVA THEATRE CENTER HOSTS  
YOUNG WRITERS SHOWCASE 

 

Rochester, N.Y., April 30, 2015 - Geva Theatre Center hosts the Young Writers Showcase on Saturday, May 16 

at 3:00pm with script-in-hand readings taking place in the Fielding Nextstage. The Young Writers Showcase gives 

young area playwrights the opportunity to have their works read by actors with the help of Geva directors and 

dramaturgs.  

 

An invitation was extended in January soliciting work by writers between the ages of 13 and 18, now living or 

having lived within the six-county area: Monroe, Livingston, Wayne, Ontario, Genesee and Orleans. Six plays 

were chosen to participate in this year’s showcase. 

 

The selected young playwrights include Betsy Hahm (Home-Schooled, 11th grade), Elijah Hale (Harley School, 

12th grade), Grace Judge (Batavia High School, 12th grade), Dom Liotti (Harley School, 11th grade), Mackenzie 

Reed (Bishop Kearney High School, 11th grade), and Brennan Saur (Victor High School, 9th grade).  

 

Young Writers Showcase 
Saturday, May 16, 3:00pm 
Exactly Right, by Betsy Hahm 

Zach and Isaiah Return Me, by Elijah Hale 
Hi, by Grace Judge 

Tacos Tacos Tacos, by Dom Liotti 
Made by the Media with Loving Care, by Mackenzie Reed 

Normal Faces, by Brennan Saur 
 

This program is made possible with support from the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew M. 
Cuomo and the New York State Legislature; The Dramatists Guild Fund; and the Mary S. Mulligan Charitable Trust. 

 
Tickets for the Young Writers Showcase are free, but must be reserved in advance.  

Call the Geva Box Office at (585) 232-Geva (4382) to reserve tickets. 
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ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHTS 
 

BETSY HAHM (Exactly Right) is a home school junior.  She loves music, and is the primary pianist at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
in Fairport, New York.  She also plays guitar and started organ lessons last fall.  Betsy enjoys reading, watching plays and musicals, 
crafting, baking gourmet desserts, and writing.  Betsy would like to thank Geva for this great experience!  Exactly Right is Betsy's 
second play. 
 

ELIJAH HALE (Zach and Isaiah Return Me) is a current senior at The Harley School, and upon graduation, he will travel to Williams 
College in Massachusetts to begin his undergraduate education. He swims, plays tennis, loves photography, and has participated in 
every part of the drama experience, from play writing to performing. He loves writing everything from fiction to poetry, and in the 
spring he will be interning at Writers & Books. He is so happy to be part of the Young Writers Showcase, and would like to thank his 
English teacher, Dr. Malone, for encouraging him to submit his work.  
 

GRACE JUDGE (Hi) is currently a senior at Batavia High School. Although writing is one of her many passions, she enjoys spending her 
time by participating in many extracurricular activities. She founded and was the vice-president of a youth snowmobile organization 
called GCYOS (Genesee County Youth on Sleds). She was very active in her drama club and production club and would like to thank 
her mentors Miss Burk and Mr. Grillo for being such inspirations to her. She is very grateful to Geva Theatre Center for giving her 
such a great opportunity and would like to thank all of those involved for giving her such an amazing experience. 
 

DOM LIOTTI (Tacos Tacos Tacos) is incredibly excited to be a part of Geva's Young Writers Showcase with his debut piece, Tacos 
Tacos Tacos. Now a junior at The Harley School, he has been involved behind the scenes in numerous productions there including As 
You Like It (stage manager), Almost, Maine (assistant director), and Death Takes a Holiday (lighting tech). Dom thanks Geva for 
selecting Tacos Tacos Tacos for the Young Writers' Showcase, and hopes that you will enjoy its performance. 
 

MACKENZIE REED (Made by the Media With Loving Care) is currently a junior at Bishop Kearney High School, and enjoys activities 
such as volleyball, swimming, reading, writing, and playing guitar. She is a National Honor Society member, and an Honors student. 
From a young age, Mackenzie has loved performing arts, and has been in many productions, notably, "Cinderella" (as Cinderella), 
"Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat" (Butler), "Seussical the Musical" (Gertrude McFuzz), and currently "The Wizard of 
Oz" (Glinda), as well as several others. In December 2011, Mackenzie performed at ARTS (Applause Rising Talent Showcase) in 
Orlando, Florida, which was a great opportunity to interact with professionals in the performing arts. In the future, Mackenzie hopes 
to pursue creative writing and music. 
 

BRENNAN SAUR (Normal Faces) is extremely honored to have his play, Normal Faces, premiere in the Young Writers Showcase this 
year. He is fifteen years old and is a freshman at Victor High School. Outside of writing, he is often a part of the theatre, a love which 
was kindled when he played Shan-Yu in a production of Mulan when he was in fifth grade. His love of writing started early, and he 
began writing almost as soon as he could read. Outside of the theatrical arts, he plays the saxophone in the Victor Marching Blue 
Devils. He's extremely grateful to the staff at Geva for such an incredible opportunity. 
 

For further information, please contact:  
Dawn Kellogg, Communications Manager, (585) 420-2059 

 
 

GEVA THEATRE CENTER 
Founded in 1972, Geva Theatre Center is a not-for-profit, professional theatre company dedicated to creating and producing 
professional theatre productions, programs and services of a national standard. As Rochester’s leading professional theatre, 
Geva Theatre Center is the most attended regional theatre in New York State, and one of the 25 most subscribed in the 
country, serving up to 160,000 patrons annually, including more than 16,000 students.  
 
The 526-seat Elaine P. Wilson Mainstage is home to a wide variety of performances, from musicals to American and world 
classics. The 180-seat Ron & Donna Fielding Nextstage is home to Geva’s own series of contemporary drama, comedy and 
musical theatre; Geva Comedy Improv; Geva’s New Play Reading Series and the Hornets’ Nest - an innovative play-reading 
series facilitating community-wide discussion on controversial topics. In addition, the Nextstage hosts visiting companies of 
both local and international renown. 
 
Geva Theatre Center offers a wide variety of educational, outreach and literary programs, nurturing audiences and artists alike. 
Since 1995, the organization has been under the artistic direction of Mark Cuddy.  

 

*ENDS* 


