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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

GEVA THEATRE CENTER NAMES NEW  
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT  

Kelly Smith brings record of fundraising success and  
involvement in Greater Rochester community. 

 
 
Rochester, NY. June 19, 2015 – Executive Director Tom Parrish and Artistic Director Mark Cuddy have 

announced that Kelly E. Smith will be Geva Theatre Center’s new Director of Development as it enters its 43rd 

Season. The Director of Development is a member of the senior leadership team and is directly responsible for 

planning, leading and growing the organization’s fundraising efforts, including a growing Annual Fund and 

nearly completed capital and endowment campaign. Ticket sales alone do not support the cost of Geva’s 

productions, programs and services, and therefore, as a not-for-profit theatre, Geva must raise approximately 

$2 million annually in charitable support from individuals, businesses, foundations and government agencies. 

 

A resident of Rush, NY, Ms. Smith joins Geva from Roberts Wesleyan College, where she has worked in roles of 

increasing responsibility since 2004, most recently as Associate Vice President, with responsibility over 

external relations. As Associate Vice President, she has strategically designed, implemented, and managed a 

comprehensive proactive development plan focused on expanding and enhancing individual major donor 

support, including government, foundation and corporate funding. She has dramatically increased the visibility 

of the College in the business community, creating strategic alliances that resulted in gifts and partnerships 

that supported the College’s mission. She has also played an integral role in Roberts Wesleyan’s current $43 

million capital campaign. Like many development officers, she began her career soliciting for the annual fund, 

leading phonathons, annual fund drives, golf tournaments, and moved on to large events, individual major 

gifts, foundations, corporations, and government relations. 
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Ms. Smith holds a bachelor’s degree in Organizational Management from Roberts Wesleyan College, and will 

receive a master’s degree in American Government from Regent University with a Law & Public Policy 

Certificate in December 2015. 

 

Ms. Smith is very active in the Greater Rochester community. Over the last three years, she has been on the 

executive committee for the American Heart Association Heart Walk. She is also active in Rochester Rotary 

and serves on the Board of Directors of the Gates-Chili Chamber of Commerce. She is a graduate of Leadership 

Rochester and was selected as one of the RBJ’s “Forty Under 40” recipients in 2011. 

 

“We are so excited to welcome Kelly Smith to the Geva family,” says Executive Director Tom Parrish. “Her 

breadth of experience and passion for our mission will surely help take Geva to even higher heights.”  

 

Ms. Smith begins her new position on Monday, July 20 and joins the Development Team of Institutional Giving 

Manager Mary Tiballi Hoffman, Events Manager Scott Falkowski, Development Manager/Database 

Coordinator Emily Marullo and Development Associate Meghan Mueller. 

 

For further information, or to arrange an interview with Ms. Smith, please contact:  
Dawn Kellogg, Communications Manager, (585) 232 1366 x 3059  
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GEVA THEATRE CENTER 
Founded in 1972, Geva Theatre Center is a not-for-profit, professional theatre company dedicated to creating and producing 
professional theatre productions, programs and services of a national standard. As Rochester’s leading professional theatre, 
Geva Theatre Center is the most attended regional theatre in New York State, and one of the 25 most subscribed in the 
country, serving up to 160,000 patrons annually, including more than 16,000 students.  
 

The 526-seat Elaine P. Wilson Stage is home to a wide variety of performances, from musicals to American and world classics. 
The 180-seat Ron & Donna Fielding Stage is home to Geva’s own series of contemporary drama, comedy and musical theatre; 
Geva Comedy Improv; Geva’s New Play Reading Series and the Hornet’s Nest - an innovative play-reading series facilitating 
community-wide discussion on controversial topics. In addition, the Fielding Stage hosts visiting companies of both local and 
international renown. 
 

Geva Theatre Center offers a wide variety of educational, outreach and literary programs, nurturing audiences and artists alike. 
Since 1995, the organization has been under the artistic direction of Mark Cuddy.  

 
*ENDS* 


