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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

DIVE INTO THE HORNETS’ NEST AT  
GEVA THEATRE CENTER 

Geva’s nationally recognized program of thought-provoking theatre 
begins with Rajiv Joseph’s The North Pool on Monday, December 7. 

 

Rochester, N.Y., November 24, 2015 - Few experiences can ignite a great conversation like a 

thrilling night in the theatre. The Hornets’ Nest series has theatre-goers itching for that 

conversation. 

The Hornets’ Nest series of script-in-hand readings with professional actors and directors returns 

with three plays investigating the most challenging and controversial ethical dilemmas of our time. 

Following each reading, audience members will have the opportunity to engage in open discussion 

with key figures from the Rochester community. Since its inception in 2007, the Hornets’ Nest 

series of readings has become nationally recognized and lauded as one of the most innovative 

theatrical initiatives in the country. 

The 2015-2016 series begins on December 7 with The North Pool by Rajiv Joseph.  Middle-

Eastern-born transfer student Khadim has no idea why he's been called into the vice principal’s office, 

but the man uses a minor violation to keep the boy at school for detention. As the detention begins, 

so too begins an emotionally charged game of cat and mouse – with serious consequences. How do 

dynamics of power impact the stories we tell? And in what ways does our ethnicity change our 

perspective? 

Rajiv Joseph is a Pultizer Prize finalist and award-winning playwright. In addition to The North Pool, 

he has written Bengal Tigar at the Baghdad Zoo, Huck and Holden, Gruesome Playground Injuries, 

Animals Out of Paper and The Monster at the Door. He is the book-writer and co-lyricist for the 

upcoming musical, Fly. Mr. Joseph received his B.A. in Creative Writing from Miami University and 

his M.F.A. in Playwriting from NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts. He served for three years in the Peace 

Corps in Senegal, West Africa. He has received numerous awards including a United States Artists 
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Grant, the Whiting Award, the Glickman Award and the National Endowment for the Arts Outstanding 

New American Play grant. He is currently a writer on the Showtime television series, “Nurse Jackie.” 

The cast of the reading includes Remi Sandri and is directed by Emily Lyon. Following the 

reading of The North Pool, audience members will have the opportunity to discuss the questions that 

the play poses with a panel of members of the community brought together specifically for this event:   

The play reading is at 7:00pm in the Fielding Nextstage. Tickets are free and, due to the 

popularity of this series, are limited to two per person. Reservations are recommended. Due to 

anticipated demand, all unclaimed tickets will be released at 6:45pm on the day of performance. 

Patron discretion is advised: plays deal with adult subject matter. To reserve tickets phone the Box 

Office: (585) 232-Geva (4382) or reserve online at www.gevatheatre.org. 

Leadership support for the Hornet’s Nest is provided by The Mary S. Mulligan Charitable Trust, Jack 

and Barbara Kraushaar, and New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor 

Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. 

 
 

GEVA THEATRE CENTER 
Founded in 1972, Geva Theatre Center is a not-for-profit, professional theatre company dedicated to creating and producing 
professional theatre productions, programs and services of a national standard. As Rochester’s leading professional theatre, 
Geva Theatre Center is the most attended regional theatre in New York State, and one of the 25 most subscribed in the 
country, serving up to 160,000 patrons annually, including more than 16,000 students.  
 
The 526-seat Elaine P. Wilson Mainstage is home to a wide variety of performances, from musicals to American and world 
classics. The 180-seat Ron & Donna Fielding Nextstage is home to Geva’s own series of contemporary drama, comedy and 
musical theatre; Geva Comedy Improv; Geva’s New Play Reading Series and the Hornets’ Nest - an innovative play-reading 
series facilitating community-wide discussion on controversial topics. In addition, the Nextstage hosts visiting companies of 
both local and international renown. 
 
Geva Theatre Center offers a wide variety of educational, outreach and literary programs, nurturing audiences and artists alike. 
Since 1995, the organization has been under the artistic direction of Mark Cuddy.  
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