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“The only thing we can do is to learn from the past and to realize what discrimination 

and persecution of innocent people means. I believe that it’s everyone’s responsibility to 

fight prejudice.”  

– Otto Frank 

 

Hitler’s Rise to Power  

 

According to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, “In the early 1930s 

the mood in Germany was grim. The worldwide economic depression had hit the country 

especially hard, and millions of people were out of work. Still fresh in the minds of many 

was Germany's humiliating defeat fifteen years earlier during World War I, and Germans 

lacked confidence in their weak government, known as the Weimar Republic. These 

conditions provided the chance for the rise of a new leader, Adolf Hitler, and his party, 

the National Socialist German Workers' Party (Nazi for short). Hitler was a powerful and 

spellbinding speaker who attracted a wide following of Germans desperate for change. 

He promised the people a better life and a new and glorious Germany. The Nazis 

appealed especially to the unemployed, young people, and members of the lower middle 

class. Many disenchanted Germans believed that they had found a savior for their 

nation.” 

 

In excerpts from his article, “Against Normalization: The Lesson of the Munich 

Post,” Ron Rosenbaum explains that for other European nations and those suspicious of 

his intentions: “Hitler and his swelling Nazi party kept people off balance, threatening 

first violence, then alliance with one of the other factions; promising he’d not use force 

with one, then scheming to use it with another. At first, he pledged no territorial 

demands. Then he quietly rolled his tanks into the Rhineland. He had no designs on 

Czechoslovakia (just the Sudetenland), but soon came the absorption of the rest of 

Czechoslovakia. Hitler used the tactics of bluff masterfully, at times giving the 

impression of being a feckless clown, at other times a sleeping serpent, and at others a 

trustworthy statesman. The Weimar establishment didn’t know what to do, so they 

pretended this was normal. Hitler’s method was to lie until he got what he wanted, by 

which point it was too late. He whipped up rowdy enthusiasm, giving the impression of a 

movement. He saw that this tactic of playing the fool and the clown had worked over and 

over again, and it kept the west off balance. They consistently underestimated him and 

were divided over his plans. Hitler had been tricky about his plans until he got the 

position and the power to enact them.” 

 

The party's rise to power was rapid, and in January of 1933 Hitler was appointed 

Chancellor of Germany.  

The Holocaust 

 

According to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, in 1933 the Jewish 

population of Europe stood at over nine million. By 1945, the Nazis and 

their collaborators had killed six million Jews, or two out of every three European Jews, 

as part of the "Final Solution.” Under the rule of Adolf Hitler, the segregation and 
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persecution of Jews was implemented in stages. After the Nazi party achieved power in 

Germany in 1933, its state-sponsored racism led to anti-Jewish legislation, economic 

boycotts, and the violence of Kristallnacht. All of which aimed to systematically isolate 

Jews from society and drive them out of the country.   

 

Following the September 1939 German invasion of Poland (the beginning 

of World War II), anti-Jewish policy escalated to imprisonment. To further concentrate, 

isolate, and monitor the Jewish population, as well as to facilitate later deportation, the 

Nazis and their collaborators created ghettos, transit camps, and forced-labor camps for 

Jews during the war years. These camps were overcrowded, with unsanitary conditions 

and inadequate food. 

  

After the June 1941 German invasion of the Soviet Union, police units and the 

SS (or Schutzstaffel, originally comprising Hitler’s team of bodyguards, which expanded 

to form a wider Nazi organization) began massive killing operations aimed at entire 

Jewish communities. By autumn 1941, mobile gas vans were introduced to complement 

ongoing shooting operations and, as part of Operation Reinhard, Nazi leaders established 

three killing centers in Poland for the sole purpose of the mass murder of Jews by 

asphyxiation with poison gas or by shooting.  

 

Although Jews, whom the Nazis deemed a priority danger to Germany, were the 

primary victims of Nazi racism, other victims included more than 200,000 Roma 

(Gypsies), at least 200,000 mentally or physically disabled patients (mainly Germans) 

living in institutional settings, and between two and three million Soviet prisoners of war. 

The Germans also deported millions of Polish and Soviet civilians for forced labor in 

Germany or occupied Poland. German authorities persecuted homosexuals and others 

whose behavior did not match prescribed social norms, and targeted thousands of 

political opponents (including Communists, Socialists, and trade unionists) and religious 

dissidents (such as Jehovah's Witnesses). Many of these individuals died as a result of 

incarceration, starvation, disease, neglect, and maltreatment. 

 

In the final months of the war, SS guards moved camp inmates by train or on 

forced death marches, in an attempt to prevent the Allied liberation of large numbers of 

prisoners as Allied forces moved across Europe in a series of offensives against 

Germany. The marches continued until May 7, 1945, the day the German armed forces 

surrendered unconditionally to the Allies.  

 

Stage Adaptations of The Diary of Anne Frank 

 

The Original Play 

 

Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett, a husband-and-wife team, wrote the 

original stage adaptation of Anne Frank’s diary. They included as much humor as 

possible, and focused on Anne’s most optimistic reflections. In an effort to avoid 

alienating non-Jewish audiences, they kept the Hanukkah scene as approachable as 
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possible, with an English-language song and prayers in place of any Hebrew. The goal 

was to ensure that the play was universally relatable, an idea Otto Frank supported. 

 

The play opened in October of 1955 at Broadway’s Cort Theatre. Otto did not 

attend, sending a letter to the cast explaining that it would be too painful for him to watch 

a part of his life played out on stage, but that he wished them the greatest success. It ran 

for 717 performances, and won the Tony Award for Best Play. Goodrich and Hackett 

were also awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Drama. In a flattering review of the production 

for the New York Times, the play was described as a “lovely, tender drama” in which 

“nothing momentously dramatic happens.” It was also adapted for the screen, in a film 

directed by George Stevens that premiered in March of 1959.  

 

The New Adaptation 

 

In December of 1997, a new version of the play, adapted by Wendy Kesselman 

and starring Natalie Portman, opened at Broadway’s Music Box Theatre. After the 

publication of the Critical and Definitive editions of Anne’s diary, Kesselman’s script 

aimed to include some of the newly published content (five additional pages of diary text 

were discovered in the 1990s) and bring the story closer to the true account of what Anne 

shared. It has a straightforward chronology that begins with the Frank family arriving in 

the annex, and its dialogue creates a more keen sense of tension and suspense. The 

ending is also darker; the original version had referred to Anne’s death only by 

euphemism, and ended with Anne’s optimistic assertion that “In spite of everything, I still 

believe that people are really good at heart.” Kesselman’s adaptation works to restore 

specificity and the Jewish identity of its characters, and includes some of the material that 

Otto originally edited out. The portrayal of Fritz Pfeffer (Mr. Dussel) is also more 

accurate, as this version allows him to acknowledge how hard it is to be away from his 

wife, and gives us a glimpse of him praying alone in the attic. The final scenes, 

especially, contain a range of emotions: anger, joy, grief, laughter, luxury, optimism, 

horror, and devastation. Many reviewers described it as restoring the heart of Anne’s 

story, which contains optimism, but is also dark and terrifying. This is the version of the 

play you will see at Geva Theatre Center. 

 

Otto Frank on Anne’s Diary 

 

“Slowly, I started to read. It was not possible for me to read more than a few 

pages a day as painful reminiscences overwhelmed me. A quite different Anne emerged 

from the written pages than the child I had lost. Never had I imagined the depth of her 

thoughts and her feelings. I had always felt so close to her; I had to admit to myself that I 

had not known her innermost self. I never had imagined how Anne kept herself busy with 

the problems and the meaning of Jewish sufferings through the ages, and how much 

strength she drew from her faith in God. It was a shock for me and made me very sad to 

read how Anne sometimes wrote about her mother. It hurt me deeply that Anne had 

misjudged the intentions of her mother so often. How relieved I was when I found a 

passage later in the diary in which Anne herself recognized that it was also her fault that 

she and her mother disagreed so frequently and that she regretted what she had written.” 
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Refugees since World War II 

 

The 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees defines a refugee as a person 

living outside their home country who cannot return to it because of a reasonable fear of 

persecution due to their race, religion, nationality, or membership in a social or political 

group. The common definition of refugee has broadened to include those who are 

displaced by war, famine, or natural disasters. 

 

After World War II, refugees were a top priority of the newly formed United 

Nations. At first, the focus was on repatriating those already displaced persons who could 

safely return to their home countries, and establishing protections for those who could 

not. International law regarding the protection of refugees, however, falls short in a few 

places: First, there are no substantial consequences for countries that don’t abide by the 

Convention. Other nations are allowed to punish non-compliance, but that has never 

happened. Second, the Convention only deals with refugees who have already left their 

home countries, but it doesn’t help people who are currently in dangerous situations and 

trying to get out.  

 

The result of these shortcomings is that the burden of sheltering refugees falls 

mostly on neighboring countries that can be reached on foot. Those nations are often 

unprepared to assist or integrate large numbers of immigrants. Refugees often end up 

living in camps, where resources are limited, opportunities for work and education nearly 

non-existent, and conditions are cramped and unsafe.  

 

After World War II, most of the camps housing displaced persons were closed by 

1952, their residents having been resettled. But of the 15 million refugees living in camps 

today, most have been there for five years or more, and some have existed for over a 

decade. Meanwhile, developed nations at a safe distance from the conflict generally try to 

avoid accepting large numbers of refugees.  

 

Research Activities 

 

 Research the 1951 Convention relating to the status of refugees. What rights does 

it grant refugees?  

 

 There have been a number of major refugee crises since World War II. Research 

one of the conflicts below, including the difficulties faced by the refugees of that 

event. How were the struggles similar and different to those faced by European 

Jewish refugees?    

 

 Partition of India and Pakistan, 1947 

 Cambodian Civil War and Genocide, 1969-1979 

 Soviet-Afghan War, 1979-1989  

 Civil War in Mozambique, 1976-1992 

 Civil Wars in Central America, 1981-1989 

 Rwandan Genocide, 1994 
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 Balkan Wars and Ethnic Cleansing, 1991-1995 

 U.S. Invasion of Iraq and Subsequent Violence, 2003-present 

 Syrian Civil War, 2011-present 

 South Sudanese Civil War, 2013-present 

 Rohingya Persecution in Myanmar, 2015-present 

 

 

The Refugee Debate, Then & Now 

 

Then 

 

 
 

Now 

 

 
 

 

The Bottom Line 
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A Daily Schedule: Life in the Annex 

 

6:45am The residents wake up to an alarm clock and begin to take turns using the 

toilet, with Mr. van Pels going first. 

 

7:15am Fritz Pfeffer gets his turn in the bathroom, leaving Anne “alone at last” in 

their shared room. Blackout screens are removed from windows and the 

furniture is arranged for daytime. Beds are moved or cleared of bedding to 

make room to move around and sit down. Get dressed, do hair, strip beds, 

fetch books and chamber pots. 

 

8:30am Quiet time begins. The Annex residents read, study, write, chat, knit, do 

nothing. Walking around is prohibited, as are speaking above a whisper 

and running water. 

 

9am Office employees arrive at work. Miep comes upstairs to collect shopping 

lists. 

 

 9-9:30am   Breakfast in the van Pelses’ room.  

 

9:30-10:30am  Peel potatoes.   

 

10:30am-12pm   “Studying, talking, writing in my diary, chatting, doing nothing” 

 

12:30pm The warehouse employees go home for lunch, leaving those in the Annex 

free to move around and make noise. Mrs. Frank helps Mrs. van Pels 

prepare lunch while the others read or clean up, and clean the washbasin. 

“Cautiously breathe in some fresh air in the attic” 

 

12:45pm Office employees come upstairs for lunch. 

 

1pm The group listens to the BBC news on the radio. 

 

1:15pm Lunch is served. The visitors share news from the outside world. 

 

1:45pm Lunch is cleared, the staff goes back downstairs. Most of the residents take 

a nap. Anne works on schoolwork or her writing. 

 

3:30pm “Snack sandwich, and freshen up” 

 

5:30pm Freedom! Bep comes upstairs to let everyone know the warehouse 

employees have left. The Annex residents ask her to add items to her 

shopping list for them, then go downstairs to the office. Anne and Margot 

do office work that Miep and Bep have set aside for them. Peter collects 

the food that has been left for them in the office and brings it upstairs. 

Mrs. Frank and Mrs. van Pels make dinner, and everyone goes up to the 
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common area to eat when it is ready. Clear rubbish, do the dishes. 

Everyone listens to the BBC together on the radio in the front office – or, 

after that was turned in to the police, to a smaller one upstairs. Evening 

activities may also include calisthenics. Anne may practice French with 

Peter.  

 

9pm The Annex gets ready for the night. Furniture is rearranged so everyone 

has a place to sleep – Margot’s cot is unfolded, chairs are placed at the end 

of Anne’s short bed to make it long enough for her, beds are made. Anne 

gets the bathroom for half an hour to get undressed, wash up, brush her 

teeth, and curl her hair. 

 

10pm Blackout screens go on the windows, and Anne goes to bed. “Thinking, 

dreaming, praying, and having a good time” 

 

11:30pm Fritz Pfeffer comes back upstairs from the office, where he’s been 

studying or writing letters, and gets ready for bed. 

 

1-4am The residents are often awoken by the sound of planes flying overhead and 

anti-aircraft guns firing. When this happens, it usually drives Anne to her 

parents’ room for the rest of the night. 

 

Weekends: On Sundays, the schedule was more relaxed but still quite busy, with 

laundry to be done in the office kitchen and hung to dry in the attic; rugs 

to be vacuumed or brushed; and baths to be taken. The Annex didn’t have 

hot running water, so downstairs was the best for baths. Residents would 

fill the washtub in the office kitchen and then bring it to their preferred 

bathing place.  

 

 

Notable Events During Life in Hiding 

 

July 6, 1942 Otto, Edith, Margot, and Anne go into hiding. Miep meets the 

Franks at their home and bicycles with Margot – who has not 

surrendered her bicycle despite orders for Jews to do so – to the 

office at 263 Prinsengracht. Margot wears multiple layers of 

clothing and not the required yellow star but, perhaps because of 

the rain, no police are out and they encounter no difficulties. The 

rest of the family follows on foot, also wearing as many items of 

clothing as possible since carrying luggage would be too 

suspicious. Once they arrive, Otto and Anne lead the efforts to turn 

the Annex, with its jumble of belongings, into a home. 

 

July 13, 1942 Hermann, Auguste, and Peter van Pels move into the Annex with 

Peter’s cat Mouschi. Anne is amused by Mrs. van Pels’s insistence 
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on bringing her chamber pot in a hatbox, and jealous that Peter was 

allowed to keep his cat while she had to leave hers behind. 

 

August 21, 1942 Warehouse manager Johan Voskuijl attaches a bookcase to the 

door of the Annex to help hide it. 

 

October 19, 1942 Miep and Jan Gies spend the night in the Annex. Their hosts 

prepare a special meal, and Anne and Margot sleep in their 

parents’ room to give their guests a private room. 

 

October 20, 1942 The Annex residents fear they’ve been discovered when a worker 

comes to refill the office fire extinguishers and they hear knocking 

on the bookcase that hides their door. The knocking turns out to be 

Johannes Kleiman, who couldn’t get in because the door had 

gotten stuck.  

 

October 30, 1942 Bep Voskuijl spends the night in the Annex. 

 

November 16, 1942 Fritz Pfeffer moves into the Annex. Margot moves into her 

parents’ room, and Pfeffer shares Anne’s room. Pfeffer is shocked 

to learn that the Franks are hiding in the middle of Amsterdam, not 

in Switzerland as their acquaintances generally believe. He brings 

news of raids and deportations of Jews from Amsterdam. 

 

December 5, 1942 Bep and Miep surprise the Annex residents with a basket of gifts 

and celebratory poems for St. Nicholas Day. 

 

Late February, 1943 The building at 263 Prinsengracht is sold without notice. The new 

owner asks Johannes Kleiman to show him around the building, 

and when they reach the Annex door Kleiman claims to have 

misplaced the key. This apparently satisfies the landlord, but the 

incident gives those in hiding new cause for worry. 

 

March 24, 1943 Peter overhears a robbery attempt in the warehouse. The men go 

downstairs to investigate, but don’t see anything suspicious. 

 

July 10, 1943 The Franks consider sending Anne out with Miep to go to an 

ophthalmologist and get glasses, as she is growing very 

nearsighted. They ultimately decide the outing would be too 

dangerous. 

 

July 16, 1943 A real break-in. Peter goes downstairs in the morning and finds the 

warehouse door open. When Mr. Kleiman arrives for work, he 

finds two cashboxes and ration coupons for 330 pounds of sugar 

missing. 
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January 5, 1944 Anne takes the first step toward a real friendship with Peter, by 

beginning a conversation while helping him with crossword 

puzzles. 

 

February 29, 1944 Buglary. Despite there being no signs of forced entry, Mr. Kugler’s 

briefcase is stolen from the office closet. The Annex residents are 

very worried because Mr. van Pels went downstairs to investigate 

when he saw the office door open in the evening, and the burglar 

may have heard or seen him. 

 

March 28, 1944 The Annex residents listen to a broadcast in which Gerrit 

Bolkestein, Dutch Education Minister (in exile), expresses interest 

in collecting and publishing personal letters and diaries related to 

the war experience. Anne imagines publishing her diary, or using it 

as the basis of a novel, and begins revising old entries to make 

them more suitable for publication. 

 

April 9, 1944 Another break-in. Peter is the first to hear noises from downstairs, 

and he discovers that the door to the warehouse is broken. The men 

go downstairs and Mr. van Pels yells “Police!” to scare the 

burglars away. The burglars shine a flashlight around and probably 

catch sight of the men from the Annex, who retreat upstairs. After 

a night spent in terror, the Annex residents learn from Jan and 

Miep that a night watchman had noticed the hole in the door and 

called the police, who searched the building. The residents agree 

on new security measures to preserve their secrecy. 

 

April 15, 1944 Anne receives her first kiss from Peter. 

 

May 25, 1944 Hendrik van Hoeve, who delivered potatoes to 263 Prinsengracht, 

is arrested for hiding Jews in his home. The Annex residents worry 

even more than usual about how to get enough to eat. 

 

Early July, 1944 An Opekta salesman brings 24 crates of strawberries from a 

produce auction to the office. Miep and the Annex residents eat 

their fill of fresh strawberries while making jam from the rest, and 

for a day it’s almost as if they’re not in hiding. 

 

August 4, 1944 A car pulls up in front of 263 Prinsengracht. Nazi officer Karl 

Silberbauer and three Dutch policemen emerge and enter the 

building. Silberbauer goes into the office and demands that Victor 

Kugler show him where the Jews are hiding. They enter the Annex 

and gather everyone in the Franks’ room. They empty Otto’s 

briefcase (where Anne has stored her diary) onto the floor and load 

it with valuables to take away, then order the fugitives to pack their 

things. An hour later, they are led downstairs into a police van, 
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along with Victor Kugler and Johannes Kleiman. Afterward, Miep 

goes upstairs and sees Anne’s diary. She gathers up the pages and 

puts them in her desk drawer, to give back to Anne when she 

returns. 

 

Chronology of the Frank Family and World War II 

1925 

May 12 Otto Frank marries Edith Holländer, on his 36
th

 birthday. Edith is 25. 

The couple lives with Otto’s mother in a large house at 4 

Mertonstrasse, Frankfurt, Germany. 

1926 

February 16 Margot Frank is born in Frankfurt. 

1927 

October The Frank family moves into their own home, an apartment at 307 

Marbachweg, Frankfurt. 

1929 

June 12 Anne Frank is born in Frankfurt. 

1932 

July 31 National elections in Germany. 14 million Germans vote for Hitler’s 

National Socialist Party, making the Nazi party the largest in the 

Reichstag (German parliament), with 230 seats. 

1933 

January 30 Hitler is sworn in as Chancellor of Germany. 

 

April 1 Nationwide boycott of Jewish businesses begins in Germany.  

 

August Otto Frank leaves Germany for Amsterdam, where he will establish an 

independent pectin supplier associated with Opekta, whose Swiss 

branch is managed by his brother-in-law Erich Elias. Edith, Margot 

and Anne stay with Edith’s mother in Aachen, Germany (near the 

Dutch and Belgian borders). 

 

December 5 Edith joins Otto in their new home at 37 Merwedeplein in Amsterdam. 

 

Mid-December Margot joins her parents in Amsterdam. 

1934 

January 4 Margot begins attending a Montessori school near the Merwedeplein 

apartment. 

 

February 16 Anne arrives in Amsterdam, as a birthday present for Margot. 
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1938 

March 12 German occupation of Austria begins. 

 

November 9 Kristallnacht: Nazis and Nazi sympathizers in Germany attack Jewish 

communities, destroying synagogues, businesses and homes. This 

sparks a new wave of German Jewish emigration, including 7,000 

refugees to the Netherlands. 

 

November 12 Edith Frank’s brothers Walter and Julius Holländer arrested in 

Germany. Walter is sent to Sachsenhausen concentration camp, but is 

later transferred to Zeeburg, a Dutch refugee camp. 

 

December Fritz Pfeffer and his girlfriend Lotte Kaletta emigrate from Germany to 

Amsterdam and join the Franks’ social circle. 

1939 

March Edith Frank’s mother, Rosa Holländer, joins the Frank family in 

Amsterdam. 

 

April Edith’s brother Julius emigrates from Aachen, Germany to the United 

States. 

 

September 1 Germany invades Poland. 

 

September 3 France and Great Britain declare war on Germany. 

 

December 14 Edith’s brother, Walter, is released from Zeeburg and follows Julius to 

the United States. 

1940 

April 9 Denmark and Norway surrender to German invasion forces. 

Recognizing the serious threat to Dutch neutrality, Otto Frank 

considers sending Margot and Anne to live with cousins in England, 

but ultimately decides he and Edith couldn’t bear to part with the girls. 

 

May 10 Germany invades the Netherlands. 

 

May 15 Dutch forces surrender. 

 

July 1 Jews excluded from Dutch air-raid precaution service. 

 

August 28 Dutch College of Secretaries-General is informally instructed not to 

appoint, elect or promote anyone of “Jewish Blood” within the civil 

service. 

 

September 14 Jews banned from various markets in Amsterdam. 
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September 30 Jews are defined to local Dutch authorities as, “anyone with one 

Jewish grandparent who is or has been been a member of the Jewish 

community”. 

 

October 5 Dutch civil servants required to sign “Aryan attestation” verifying 

their background. 

 

October 17 New ID cards introduced for people of the Netherlands. The format of 

the new cards includes a photograph, fingerprint and the owner’s 

signature. 

 

October 22 Jewish businesses ordered to register at the German Bureau of 

Economic Investigation in the Netherlands. 

 

October 23 Otto Frank officially creates a new company to serve as a cover for his 

business, with Jan Gies and Victor Kugler (both non-Jews) as 

directors.  

 

November 21 Jews banned from holding Dutch public office. 

 

December Otto Frank’s business move into offices at 263 Prinsengracht. 

 

December 19 Jews forbidden to employ German domestic workers. 

1941 

January 7 Jews banned from cinemas by Dutch Cinema Association. 

 

January 10 All persons “wholly or largely of Jewish blood” in the Netherlands 

ordered to register. 160,820 Jews register. 

 

February 5 Dutch doctors required to declare if they are Jewish. 

 

February 8 Dutch National Socialists incite fighting in Amsterdam on 

Rembrandtplein. 

 

February 11 Restrictions imposed on Jewish students. Dutch National Socialists 

attack Amsterdam’s Jewish quarter; Nazi Hendrik Koot dies in the 

attack. 

 

February 12 German authorities seal off the Jewish Quarter in Amsterdam and 

require the establishment of a Jewish Council. 

 

February 19 German police raid Koco, an Amsterdam ice-cream parlor owned by 

two Jews. Police are attacked. 
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February 22-23 In response to the Koco attack, Germans arrest 425 young men from 

the Jewish Quarter and deport them to Mauthausen concentration 

camp in Austria. 

 

February 25-26 General strike in Amsterdam protesting the arrests of Jewish men. 

 

February 27 Jews banned from being blood donors in the Netherlands. 

 

March 12 New regulation requires Jewish businesses in the Netherlands to be 

liquidated or appoint a non-Jew as administrator. 

 

March 31 Central Agency for Jewish Emigration established in Amsterdam to 

facilitate deportations of Jews from the Netherlands. 

 

April 15 All Dutch Jews required to surrender their radios. 

 

April 18 Otto Frank receives a visit from Tonny Ahlers, a Dutch Nazi Party 

member carrying a letter from Joseph Jansen, an acquaintance who is 

now denouncing Otto for doubting Germany’s success in the war. 

Instead of delivering the letter to the authorities, Ahlers gives it to Otto 

in exchange for some money. 

 

May 1 Jewish doctors, apothecaries, and translators restricted to serving only 

Jewish patients and customers. Jews banned from stock and 

commercial exchanges in the Netherlands. 

 

May 6 Certain “Jewish Streets” designated in Amsterdam. 

 

May 15 Synagogue in The Hague destroyed by fire. Dutch orchestras are 

“Aryanized” (Jewish musicians must be dismissed). 

 

May 27 Jewish-owned agricultural land and businesses in the Netherlands 

required to register. 

 

May 31 Jews banned from Dutch swimming pools and public parks, along with 

certain resorts and vacation spots. 

 

June 11 More raids against Jews in Amsterdam. 300 Jews are deported to 

Mauthausen. 

 

June 22 Germany invades Russia. 

 

July 16 Miep Santrouschitz marries Jan Gies. 

 

August 1 Jewish lawyers forbidden to work for non-Jewish clients in the 

Netherlands. 
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September 1 Jewish children in the Netherlands required to attend separate schools. 

 

September 15 “Forbidden for Jews” signs appear at Dutch businesses such as zoos, 

cafés, restaurants, hotels, theaters, cabarets, and libraries. All land and 

property owned by Jews must be registered. 

 

October 7-8 Raids against Jews in Dutch cities Achterhoek, Arnhem, Apeldoorn, 

and Zwolle. 

 

October 22 Jews excluded from non-Jewish Dutch associations including bridge, 

dance, and tennis clubs. 

 

November 3 Jewish markets established in Amsterdam. 

 

November 7 Jews in the Netherlands banned from traveling or moving to a new 

address without permission. 

 

November 25 German citizenship is revoked for German Jews in exile. 

 

December 5 Non-Dutch Jews living in the Netherlands are required to register for 

“voluntary emigration” (indicating their willingness to leave the 

country if another nation would accept them). 

1942 

January 9 Jews banned from public education in the Netherlands. 

 

January 10 First group of Jews called up from Amsterdam to labor camps. The 

Jewish Council advises those summoned to obey, rather than cause 

trouble for everyone. 

 

January 17 Jews removed from Dutch city of Zaandam and relocated to 

Amsterdam. 

 

January 20 Wannsee Conference in Berlin outlines practical measures for the 

extermination of European Jews. 

 

January 23 Dutch Jews forbidden to use automobiles. Jews’ identity cards labeled 

with a large letter “J.” 

 

February 9 150 stateless Jews (those whose citizenship has been revoked) from 

Utrecht, Netherlands are moved to Amsterdam and Westerbork labor 

camp. 

 

March 20 Jews in the Netherlands forbidden to dispose of furniture or household 

goods. 
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March 25 Marriage (or extramarital relations) between Jews and non-Jews are 

forbidden in the Netherlands. 

 

April 1 Jews banned from marrying at Amsterdam City Hall. 

 

May 3 Jews in the Netherlands required to wear the yellow Jewish Star. 

 

May 12 Jews banned from having Dutch post office accounts for money orders 

and other services. 

 

May 21 Jews in the Netherlands required to surrender all assets and 

possessions valued at 250 guilders (equivalent to about $2,000 today) 

or more. 

 

May 29 Jews prohibited from fishing in the Netherlands. 

 

June 11 Jews banned from fish markets in the Netherlands. 

 

June 12 Jews banned from shopping in non-Jewish fruit and vegetable shops in 

the Netherlands. Jews must also surrender bicycles and are forbidden 

to play sports. 

 

June 26 Amsterdam Jewish Council informed that Jews will be deported from 

the Netherlands to the east. 

 

June 30 Curfew imposed: Jews are not allowed in public between 8pm and 

6am in the Netherlands. Jews are banned from Dutch public transport 

and from riding bicycles.  

 

July 4 First call-up notices sent out summoning Jews from the Netherlands to 

“labor services in Germany.” 

 

July 5 The Frank family receives Margot’s call-up notice.  

 

July 6 Frank family goes into hiding at 263 Prinsengracht, Amsterdam. Jews 

in the Netherlands are banned from using telephones and from visiting 

non-Jews.  

 

July 13 The van Pels family moves into the Annex hiding place. 

 

July 14 Jews arrested during raids in Amsterdam. 

 

July 15 Deportations begin from Westerbork camp (Netherlands) to 

Auschwitz. 
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July 17 Jews restricted to shopping only between 3 and 5pm throughout the 

Netherlands, and banned altogether from certain streets in Dutch cities, 

such as, The Hague and Scheveningen. 

 

July 25 Dutch Prime Minister Gerbrandy broadcasts from exile in London on 

Radio Oranje, urging help for the Jews. 

 

August 2 400 Catholic Jews (people of Jewish descent who had been baptized as 

Catholics) arrested in the Netherlands. 

 

September 11 Anyone in a mixed Jewish/non-Jewish marriage in the Netherlands 

must register. 

 

September 15 Jewish students no longer allowed to attend school in the Netherlands. 

 

November 16 Fritz Pfeffer joins the Frank and van Pels families in hiding. 

1943 

 January 16 First Jews arrive in Vught concentration camp in the Netherlands. 

 

February 5 All letters or requests from Jews to German authorities in the  

 Netherlands must go through the Amsterdam Jewish Council. 

 

March 27 Amsterdam population registry set on fire by members of the Dutch 

resistance. 

 

April 23 Provincial areas of the Netherlands declared free of Jews. 

 

May 5 Wilhelm Harster, commander of the Nazi Security Police in the 

Netherlands, issues an order for all Jews to be deported from Dutch 

territory to the east within the year. 

 

May 15 Jews in mixed marriages in the Netherlands offered the choice of 

deportation or sterilization. 

 

May 21 Amsterdam Jewish Council instructed to select 7,000 of its previously 

“exempt” staff for deportation. 

 

May 26 Raid in Amsterdam to capture remaining Jews for deportation. 

 

September 29 Last major raid happens in Amsterdam. Jewish Council is dissolved. 

 

December Dutch Jews in mixed marriages called up to work camps. 

1944 

June 6 D-Day: Allied forces land at Normandy, in western France, to begin 

the liberation of German-occupied Western Europe.  
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August 4 Frank family, along with the other Annex residents and helpers 

Johannes Kleiman and Victor Kugler, are arrested. 

 

August 8 Former Annex residents sent to Westerbork transit camp. 

 

September 3 Former Annex residents deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

 

September 5 Dutch Nazi Party leader Anton Mussert orders evacuation of Dutch 

Nazis from the west and central Netherlands toward the east, away 

from advancing Allied forces. Two large transports bring Jewish 

inmates from Vught concentration camp into Germany. 

 

September 6 Former Annex residents arrive at Auschwitz. 

 

September 11 Johannes Kleiman and Victor Kugler transferred from Amsterdam 

prison to Amersfoort prison camp. 

 

September 17 Operation Market Garden, Allied airborne landings in the Netherlands, 

begins. Dutch government denounces anti-Jewish laws. Radio Oranje 

(managed by the Dutch government in exile) calls for a general 

railway strike to support the Allied invasion by slowing German troop 

and supply transports. The strike also impacts food shipments to Dutch 

civilians, and contributes to the famine known as the “Hunger Winter.” 

 

September 18 Johannes Kleiman released from prison camp thanks to Red Cross 

intervention. 

 

September 26 Victor Kugler transferred to Zwolle labor camp. 

 

September Hermann van Pels murdered in a gas chamber at Auschwitz. 

 

October Fritz Pfeffer deported from Auschwitz to Neuengamme. Anne and 

Margot Frank deported to Bergen-Belsen. 

 

November 26 Auguste van Pels deported to Bergen-Belsen. 

 

December 20 Fritz Pfeffer dies in Neuengamme concentration camp. 

 

December 30 Victor Kugler transferred to Wageningen labor camp. 

1945 

January 6 Edith Frank dies in Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

 

January 18 Peter van Pels evacuated from Auschwitz via “death march” to 

Mauthausen. 
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January 25 Peter arrives at Mauthausen. 

 

January 27 Liberation of Auschwitz. 

 

February 6 Auguste van Pels moved from Bergen-Belsen to Buchenwald. 

 

February-March Anne and Margot Frank die of typhus in Bergen-Belsen. 

 

March 28 Victor Kugler escapes during a forced march to Germany and makes 

his way home. 

 

April 9 Auguste van Pels moves to Theresienstadt, where she dies soon after. 

 

May 5 The liberation of the Netherlands is complete. 

 

May Peter van Pels dies in Mauthausen. 

 

July Otto Frank learns that his daughters have died. 

 

“We traveled in a regular passenger train. The fact that the doors were bolted did 

not matter very much to us. We were together again, and had been given a little bread for 

the journey. We knew where we were bound, but in spite of that it was almost as if we 

were traveling, and we were actually cheerful. Cheerful, at least, when I compare this 

journey with our next. Anne would not move from the window. Outside, it was summer. 

Meadows, stubble fields, and villages flew by. It was like freedom. For the children, life 

in the camp brought a certain relief in being able to be in the open air, and in the 

company of so many fellow sufferers. All of us had to work hard, but in the evenings, we 

were free to meet each other. Anne enjoyed talking to other young people, a pleasure she 

had missed so much.” – Otto Frank 

 

 

Who Betrayed the Franks? 

  

The question of who tipped off the police has plagued investigators for decades. It 

is possible that the arrest was the result of a coincidence; that the annex residents were 

discovered in an unrelated investigation of the Dutch resistance or counterfeit ration 

coupons. But those involved who survived the war – Otto, Miep, Victor, and Johannes –

believed that they had been betrayed. Though they each had their suspicions, they 

acknowledged that the eight people who were in hiding for two years undoubtedly made 

dozens of mistakes that could have led to their discovery such as peeking out a window, 

listening to the office radio during odd hours, or running water at the wrong time. There 

were also plenty of people they trusted who may have betrayed them deliberately (many 

informants were paid nearly a week’s wage for each Jew they revealed), or broken down 

under questioning if they were arrested for other reasons. Not to mention the annex’s 

series of unidentified burglars who may have realized people were living in the building. 

It could have been anyone, or no one. But there are a few prevailing theories: 
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Willem van Maaren was hired as a warehouse manager in 1943. Anne mentions him a 

few times in her diary, and it is clear that she and the other annex residents did not trust 

him. He noticed the office workers behaving strangely and was determined to find out 

what was going on. He asked Victor many times what was up the stairs behind the office, 

and he suspected that people were coming into the office and warehouse at night. He 

even set traps to confirm this theory, like spreading flour on the floor to catch footprints. 

He also mentioned the large amounts of milk and bread he saw being delivered to the 

office as evidence of hiding Jews. Though he was not known to be a Nazi sympathizer or 

anti-Semitic, he could have been motivated by the money. He was almost certainly 

stealing from the warehouse, so he may not have been above exploiting others for his 

own gain. Alternatively, it’s possible that his interest in the annex was a way of 

protecting himself: if his employers found out that he was stealing from them, their 

worries about how much he knew could have provided job security. Van Maaren was 

also hiding his own son, who had been called up for labor service in Germany. He might 

never have betrayed others in hiding (given his own family’s circumstances), or he may 

have sniffed out other people’s secrets to ensure they didn’t betray him. Otto and Victor 

considered van Maaren to be the prime suspect, but Miep was convinced he had not 

betrayed them.  

 

Lena van Bladeren Hartog worked as a cleaner at 263 Prinsengracht, and her husband 

was a warehouse assistant there. Lena probably had opportunities to overhear noises from 

the annex in the course of her work. One day in July of 1944, Lena asked Bep if she 

knew there were Jews hiding in the building. Lena had no obvious motive other than 

money, and she was never definitively linked to the case. 

 

Martin Slegers was the night watchman who noticed a broken warehouse door after an 

April 1944 break-in, and called the police. He may have seen evidence that the annex was 

occupied, but those in hiding and their helpers believed him trustworthy. After the war, 

Dutch authorities confiscated papers belonging to the men who arrested the annex 

residents, and those papers included a list of informants. Slegers was on the list.  

 

Anton “Tonny” Ahlers first appeared at the office in April of 1941, when he brought 

Otto a letter denouncing him for anti-German comments. Rather than deliver the letter to 

the Nazis, as he was supposed to do, Ahlers let Otto keep it. In return, Otto gave him 

some money. Otto always described this as a gift to thank him for his kindness, but some 

historians have interpreted it as blackmail. Otto also claimed this was an isolated 

incident, though the name Ahlers appeared in his datebook on subsequent occasions. 

Ahlers was a known anti-Semite and member of the Dutch Nazi party, and by his own 

admission, kept an eye on “the Jew Frank” after that meeting. By the summer of 1944, 

Ahlers’ business was struggling and he was in debt. He definitely betrayed at least one 

business associate, reporting him for possessing an illegal radio, in order to collect the 

reward money. His son and brother both remember him bragging about turning Jews in to 

the Nazis and are confident it was him. Despite the evidence implicating Ahlers, Otto 

Frank did not suspect him and wrote a letter to Dutch authorities crediting Ahlers with 

saving his life. 
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Nelly Voskuijl was the younger sister of Bep. While Bep and her father Johan did not tell 

their family about the Jews hiding in the annex, Nelly was suspicious and once angrily 

told them to “go to your Jews” after an argument at home. In a biography of Bep, her son 

claims that his Aunt Nelly was a Nazi collaborator.  

 
Historical Images 

 
Otto Frank: https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/otto-
frank?family=editorial&phrase=otto%20frank&sort=mostpopular#license 
 
Edith Frank: https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/edith-
frank?family=editorial&phrase=edith%20frank&sort=mostpopular#license 
 
Margot Frank: https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/margot-
frank?family=editorial&phrase=margot%20frank&sort=mostpopular#license 
 
Anne Frank: https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/anne-
frank?family=editorial&phrase=anne%20frank&sort=mostpopular#license 
 
The van Pels Family: https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/van-
pels?family=editorial&phrase=van%20pels&sort=mostpopular#license 
 
Fritz Pfeffer: https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/fritz-
pfeffer?family=editorial&phrase=fritz%20pfeffer&sort=mostpopular#license 
 
Miep Gies: https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/miep-
gies?family=editorial&phrase=miep%20gies&sort=mostpopular#license 
 
Victor Kugler: https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/victor-
kugler?family=editorial&phrase=victor%20kugler&sort=mostpopular#license 
 
Johannes Kleiman: https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/johannes-
kleiman?family=editorial&phrase=johannes%20kleiman&sort=mostpopular#license 
 
Bep Voskuijl: https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/bep-
voskuijl?family=editorial&phrase=bep%20voskuijl&sort=mostpopular#license 
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(Costume renderings for Anne, by Costume Designer Mimi Maxmen) 

 

 
 
 

(Costume renderings for Margot and Mrs. van Daan, by Costume Designer Mimi Maxmen) 
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(White model, by Scenic Designer Bill Clarke) 


