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Dear Reader:
As the horror of the Holocaust fades further into the past, and the number of survivors still alive         
dwindles, The Diary of Anne Frank keeps alive the story of eight people who suffered through 
one of the historical moments we most want to remember, if only in order to avoid repeating it.

With the benefit of hindsight, many things are easy to say: Nobody should have voted for Hitler; We should 
have welcomed more Jewish refugees into our community; I would have helped anyone hide from the Nazis. 
It’s tempting to look at Anne’s diary as a relic from a time completely different from our own, with horrors 
we would never allow to happen now. And yet, alarming parallels exist between our world today and those 
past events we so easily denounce. 

Popular political slogans echo the nationalist, isolationist values that kept so many Jewish refugees out of 
America during World War II. The citizens of the United Kingdom voted to leave the European Union; to 
isolate their economy from their neighbors’ and to limit access to their country for immigrants. Families in 
the U.S. have been broken up by the deportation of undocumented immigrants. Synagogues and mosques 
have been attacked. Nazis have rallied publicly in the United States. Millions of Syrian refugees, unable 
to secure permission to emigrate legally, have risked their lives to reach a country where they are safe and 
allowed to stay.

In our own country, many of the arguments against accepting refugees have not changed in 80 years: We 
are not culturally or economically prepared to absorb large numbers of immigrants of a particular back-
ground; Our limited resources should be used to support our own citizens; Dangerous foreign agents might 
slip through our borders disguised as asylum-seekers. 

And so millions of people are either trapped in areas where war or persecution threatens their lives, or are 
stuck – sometimes for generations – in refugee camps with limited support and no way to earn a living.          
80 years from now, will it not be clear what we should have done?

Hiding persecuted friends in an attic starts to seem, as Miep Gies (Otto Frank’s secretary and friend)          
always said it was, an obvious choice; simply what must be done. How to ensure that no one ever needs to 
hide in an attic again is much less clear. But telling stories like Anne’s – personal stories that help us reach 
beyond history and statistics to encounter the humanity of other people, of refugees and persecuted minori-
ties – must play at least a small part in achieving that goal. Stories like that of Anne and her family help 
remind us that every one of the millions of people seeking a safe new home has hopes, dreams, and some-
thing unique to offer the world. We challenge everyone who sees The Diary of Anne Frank to ask yourself: 
How can I make a difference today? u

Let us all try to remember: 

July 6, 1944: How noble and good everyone could be if, at the end of each day, they were to review their own 
behavior and weigh up the rights and wrongs. They would automatically try to do better at the start of each 
new day and, after a while, would certainly accomplish a great deal. Everyone is welcome to this prescrip-
tion; it costs nothing and is definitely useful.  – Anne Frank
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The Jewish Federation of Greater        
Rochester has compiled the stories 
of Holocaust survivors living in the  

Rochester area. Details about 
these survivors and their stories 

are available at 
rochesterholocaustsurvivors.org

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for middle school and up are available at 
www.GevaTheatre.org/engage-learn/programs-for-students/
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The Diary of Anne Frank

The Diary of Anne Frank tells the story of a Jewish girl, her family, and four others who go into hiding in 
a secret annex at 263 Prinsengracht in Amsterdam for more than two years during World War II to escape 
from the Nazis. Through Anne’s eyes, the diary tells their story. u

Hitler's Rise to Power & The Holocaust
For the purposes of this Discovery Guide, we are writing under the assumption that your class has studied 
Hitler’s rise to power and the Holocaust. However, a concise history of both is included in the online content 
portion of this guide, should you wish to review it. u

Jewish Refugees & Survivors
As the Nazi party grew in popularity and power, and as regulations restricting their freedom were enacted, 
many Jews in Germany looked for a way out. But finding a safe refuge was not easy. In 1933, Hitler’s swear-
ing-in and a nationwide boycott of Jewish businesses prompted a wave of panicked emigration: 50,000 Jews 
(including the Frank family), or nearly 10% of the German Jewish population, left. Most sought asylum 
relatively nearby, in Switzerland, Belgium, the Netherlands, France, or Britain. Only 8% of emigrants 
traveled overseas to find safety. The Nazi problem seemed temporary and localized; those who left at this 
point were not fleeing for their lives, but rather seeking more comfortable places to wait out this phase of 
Germany’s history.

When the situation in Germany didn’t immediately get much worse, emigration slowed. Many Jews                
believed the statement by Nazi Minister of Propaganda Josef Goebbels declaring,  “Jewry can rest assured 
that we will leave them alone as long as they retire quietly and modestly behind their four walls, as long as 
they are not provocative, and do not affront the German people with the claim to be treated as equals.” The 
need to flee seemed less urgent. Potential emigrants took more time looking for ways to sell property, take 
their possessions with them, study a new language, or set up business opportunities for themselves before 
they left for a new country. 

Then, in the fall of 1935, the Reich Citizenship Law declared that only those of German or kindred blood 
were citizens of Germany. The Nazi government adopted the goal of removing all Jews from Germany. 
To that end, they supported the establishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine (which was a British           
territory at the time). Britain was hesitant to take too many Jewish immigrants into Palestine because 
the country lacked the infrastructure to absorb many new arrivals, and the Arab population in Palestine 
was hostile to Jewish immigration. Additionally, not everyone could afford to meet the standard for entry 
to Palestine, and the opportunities there weren’t necessarily appealing. For Jews who were professionals 
and business owners in Germany, the idea of becoming farmers and laborers in Palestine was strange, in-
timidating, or even insulting. 

As violence against Jews in Germany increased, so did the number of emigrants. But the most desirable 
destinations (including the United States and Britain) would only accept a limited number of immigrants 
each year, and required affidavits from people already living there promising to financially support the new 
arrivals until they were able to make a living in their new homes. Furthermore, the supply of visas simply 
did not match the demand. Most of the world was suffering from an economic depression, and many na-
tions were reluctant to welcome immigrants who, they thought, would take jobs and resources that could 
go to their own citizens. German policies compounded this problem by limiting the amount of currency that 
travelers could bring out of the country and by charging emigrants a tax for leaving. Security was also a 
concern: countries opposed to German policies and expansionism feared that spies would sneak in along 
with the refugees. 



Relatively large numbers of German Jews escaped to an unlikely-sounding refuge, 
Shanghai, thanks to a treaty from the nineteenth century that allowed foreign 
nations to establish concessions there, which were governed autonomously. Euro-
peans and Americans could settle in these concessions as long as they paid a set 
fee. No passport, visa, or affidavit was required. Employment prospects were slim, 
but Shanghai offered safety and, for thousands of refugees, that was enough. Some 
European neighbors proved more willing to accept refugee children than adults or 
families. After the violence of Kristallnacht, British authorities agreed to allow an 
unrestricted number of German Jewish children into the country, as long as they 
were sponsored by a private citizen or organization who agreed to be responsible 
for their care until they turned 18. The Netherlands instituted a similar system. 
While separating from them was difficult, many Jewish parents were eager to get 
their children’s names on the list for Kindertransport. 

Once the war began, however, departure from German-occupied territory became nearly impossible. 
Some people did manage to cross borders, with Switzerland being one of the most popular destinations. 
Sadly, many of the places that refugees escaped to – including the Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark, and           
France – were eventually occupied by the Nazis.

In the aftermath of the Holocaust, for many survivors, returning to life as it had been was impossible.       
According to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Jewish communities no longer existed in 
much of Europe. When people tried to return to their homes, they found they had been looted or taken over 
by others. Returning home was also dangerous; after the war, anti-Jewish riots broke out in several Polish 
cities. Many of the survivors found shelter in Displaced Persons Camps, administered by the Allied powers, 
where they waited to be admitted to places like the United States, South Africa, or Palestine (which the 
United Nations voted to divide into a Jewish and Arab state, allowing Jewish refugee ships to freely land 
in the seaports of the new State of Israel).

For those concentration camp survivors who did have homes to return to, the process was still not easy; they 
were often housed in the same camps where they had been prisoners. Because the war was fought on two 
fronts, with Germany in the middle, the ongoing fighting stood between many survivors and their homes. 
The only safe routes were circuitous ones, with long waits for the train or ship that would carry them to the 
next destination. The process could take months. Along the way, survivors exchanged news of those they 
had known in the camps, hoping to find out about the fate of their own loved ones. The Red Cross compiled 
lists of those who were known to be alive or dead, which were published in newspapers and distributed at 
refugee centers. Beyond material comforts, survivors also suffered from the loss of their families, friends, 
and communities. u

Resistance in the Netherlands
The Netherlands, also known as Holland, is located in northern Europe and shares borders with Germany 
and Belgium. Its small area helps to make it the most densely populated country in Europe. Politically, the 
Netherlands is famously liberal. In addition, the Dutch are known for their egalitarian attitudes and have 
a reputation for tolerance, although historically that has meant not so much treating all groups equally as 
allowing them to co-exist peacefully. 

According to the Dutch Resistance Museum, during the years prior to the German invasion, Dutch soci-
ety was in the grip of an economic crisis. There were huge discrepancies between rich and poor, and the 
country was divided into four different political and religious pillars. The members of the Protestant pillar 
saw themselves as the true Dutch. They were orthodox and they lived a frugal life without outward show. 
The members of the Catholic pillar were growing rapidly, their lifestyle more colorful and exuberant. The 
members of the Socialist pillar were striving to elevate the working class. They formed a trade union, youth 
movement, broadcasting organization, and publishing house. The Liberal conservatives pillar consisted
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of the upper middle class, who were keen on law and order and advocated for individualism and a free 
market economy. Each pillar had its own political party, clubs, schools, and newspapers. But despite these 
divisions, there was a strong sense of national unity. In the Netherlands, people from the various pillars 
lived alongside each other in relative harmony. All newspapers reported news of the growing power of Adolf 
Hitler in Germany, the persecution of Jews, and the threat of European war. The Dutch population pre-
sumed that their country would remain neutral, as it had during the First World War.

Dutch neutrality, however, did not last, and the Netherlands was invaded by Germany in May of 1940. 
Soon after came restrictions on the freedoms of Jews. In her autobiography, Miep remembers the ways 
Dutch people tried to support their Jewish neighbors when they were required to identify themselves by 
wearing yellow stars: “Many Dutch Christians, deeply rankled by this humiliation of our Jews, also wore 
yellow stars on their coats. Many wore yellow flowers, as emblems of solidarity, in their lapels or in their 
hair. Signs appeared in some shops asking Christians to show special respect for our Jewish neighbors,    
suggesting, for instance, that we lift our hats to them in a cheerful greeting – anything to show them that 
they were not alone.”

According to Swarthmore’s Global Non-Violent Action Database, the Netherland’s Queen Wilhelmina and 
the Dutch royal family refused to accept the Nazi offer for protection under the Reich, and instead fled to 
London. In order to fight the Nazis, the Dutch spearheaded many methods of resistance including demon-
strations at schools, strikes at shipyards to prevent Nazis from deporting Dutch workers to Germany for 
forced labor, and other citywide strikes such as streetcar drivers, industrial workers, businesses, workshops, 
offices, stores, and schools. Schoolteachers refused to submit their names for German approval. Artists re-
fused to join the German Culture Guild which, ultimately, denied them income. Farmers refused to pay the 
Nazis. Thousands of Dutchmen refused to report for service, and Dutch police refused to aid in the arrest 
and detention of Jews. One of the most impressive groups to resist the Nazis was Dutch doctors, thousands 
of whom signed a letter and sent it to the Nazi leader there, demanding that he abandon the requirement 
of membership in the Doctors’ Guild. Many Dutch doctors gave up their practices, and churches told their 
congregations that it was their religious responsibility to resist. In April of 1943, all University students 
were forced to sign a declaration of loyalty to the occupying forces, yet 85% of students refused to do so.

The final major act of resistance against the Nazis came in September of 1944, when Dutch railway workers 
went on strike to prevent the transportation of Jews to concentration camps and the movement of German 
troops back to Germany to protect from the Allied invasion. Although this strike was intended to hinder 
the Nazi war machine, it also halted coal, gas, and food deliveries to Dutch cities, which resulted in a very 
difficult winter before the Nazis were defeated by the Allied forces that spring.

Because of the resistance, approximately 3,000 Jews were able to escape the Netherlands to neighboring 
countries, and 25,000 Jews were able to go into hiding, 16,000 of whom survived undetected. u

The Annex Residents
The Frank Family

Otto Frank, the second of four children, was born in 1889. He grew up in Frankfurt, 
Germany, where his father opened the Michael Frank Bank, which specialized in   
foreign currency exchange. This successful business allowed the family to enjoy riding 
and music lessons, a private box at the opera, costume balls, parties, and an excellent 
education. The Franks were assimilated Germans; the children did not study religion 
or Hebrew, the family did not keep kosher, and Otto was the only Jewish pupil at his 
school. Otto went on to study economics at Heidelberg University and was drafted in 
August of 1915 to fight for his country in the First World War. Despite the danger, 
Otto flourished in the army and was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant in 1917. 

Otto Frank



However, the family’s finances and business suffered as a result of the war, and Otto took over running his 
father’s bank to try to turn things around. In 1923, with his brother-in-law Erich Elias, Otto opened a bank 
branch in Amsterdam, where the foreign currency trade was (relatively) booming. The bank failed in 1924, 
and Otto returned to Frankfurt. 

At a resort in San Remo, Italy, he met Edith Holländer, who was born in 1900 in Aachen, 
Germany. Her parents were practicing Jews who kept kosher, observed the Sabbath, and 
enrolled their children in Hebrew classes. The youngest of four children in a wealthy fam-
ily, Edith’s early years were filled with lavish parties and fun outings. Edith was shy at 
first, but open with her friends, and was an active and stylish young woman. 

Edith and Otto were married in 1925, on Otto’s 36th birthday. Edith’s large dowry was 
helpful in settling some of the Frank family’s growing debts. In Frankfurt, Edith adjusted 
to the Frank’s non-kosher household, but regularly attended services at the synagogue. 

In February of 1926, Edith gave birth to Margot Betti. Margot was an easy first baby for Otto and Edith. 
She slept through the night right away and hardly ever cried. As she grew up, Margot was famous among 
family and neighbors for her perfect behavior.

In June of 1929, Annelies Marie (Anne), was born. It was a difficult birth and Anne 
was not a cheerful baby. She was restless during the day, cried through the night, 
and often suffered from colic. As she grew, Anne learned to charm those around her. 
Relatives and babysitters enjoyed her liveliness and were likely to give her whatever 
she wanted. Young Anne was friendly and likeable, but not well behaved. Otto, how-
ever, had a soft spot for her energy and assertiveness. He was an involved father with 
both girls. In the evenings after work he would play with them, bathe them, and tell 
them stories until they fell asleep. 

In October of 1929, the Wall Street crash took its toll on the Michael Frank bank and 
Otto, again, struggled to keep the business going. At the same time, the political situ-
ation in Germany was becoming a concern, especially for Jews, and Otto’s brother-in-law Erich had just 
moved to Switzerland to open a company called Opekta, which manufactured pectin for jam-making. And 
so, in August of 1933, Otto left Germany for the Netherlands to set up an Opekta branch in Amsterdam and 
establish a new, safer home for his family there. Edith, Margot, and Anne joined him in Amsterdam, one 
by one, over the next six months. 

In Amsterdam, Edith was more isolated than Otto (who was busy with work), and her children (who went 
to school and played with friends outside). As a housewife, and without any domestic help for the first 
time, Edith was often alone and busy. Edith’s isolation made learning Dutch more difficult for her than 
for the rest of the family. But in a neighborhood where German Jewish refugees were common, Edith was           
eventually able to make friends and keep up an active social life. 

A talented student, Margot learned Dutch easily and began to feel at home in Amster-
dam. Anne made friends quickly, and became a ringleader among the other children 
at her school. Her cheerful attitude generally kept her out of trouble, though she was 
quite a chatterbox. Despite her strong and energetic personality, Anne was unusu-
ally prone to illness. She sometimes missed school for weeks at a time while suffering 
from whooping cough, chicken pox, measles, or flu. She also had heart trouble and an 
easily dislocated shoulder, but she loved activities like swimming, bicycling, and ice-
skating. Anne and Margot’s childhood also involved plenty of trips to visit relatives 
in Switzerland. As Nazi Germany became a growing threat to the peace and stabil-
ity of Europe, Edith and Otto did their best to hide their stress from the children, so 

Anne was largely unaware of the political situation and focused on enjoying everyday life. She passed 
the summers spending days at her father’s office, where she helped make jam and played 

Margot Frank

Edith Frank
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with the typewriters and intercom system. Margot, however, was more aware than Anne of the difficult 
times in which they lived. In the spring of 1940, Anne and Margot were connected with pen pals in the 
United States, sisters Betty Anne and Juanita Wagner from Iowa. While Anne’s letter was filled with de-
tails of her friends at school and plans for her approaching birthday, Margot tried to give them an idea of 
what it felt like to live in Amsterdam at the time. 

As the Nazis expanded their territory, Edith was nervous about living so close to 
Germany, but reluctant to move farther away from her relatives. Otto felt at home 
in the Netherlands until, as time passed, a German invasion of the Netherlands 
grew more likely. Otto felt the danger enough to attempt a second emigration. By 
then, unfortunately, it was almost impossible to reach safety. A cousin in England 
offered to take in Anne and Margot, since immigration policies were more lenient 
for children, but Otto did not want to break up his family. After the Dutch surren-
der to the Nazi invasion in May of 1940, Otto had to move quickly to preserve his 
family’s livelihood. To avoid restrictions on Jewish-owned businesses, he officially 
transferred all of his company’s assets to his business partner Victor Kugler and 
his secretary’s husband Jan Gies. In practice, however, business continued as usu-
al. In December of 1940, the company moved to new offices at 263 Prinsengracht.

Throughout 1941, Otto worked on plans to move his family to the United States. He had family there who 
were willing to guarantee support for the Franks, but their savings were not large enough to satisfy im-
migration officials. Even a wealthy and well-connected American friend of Otto’s could not speed up the         
visa application process. In July of 1941, the U.S. consulate in Amsterdam closed, leaving no one to issue 
visas to refugees attempting to flee the Netherlands. The Franks were simply unable to execute a plan con-
quering all the obstacles to emigration and had to resort to hiding in the annex behind his Prinsengracht 
offices. The office staff all readily agreed to help the family. Otto invited his business partner Hermann 
van Pels and his family to share their hiding space, and together the two men began moving furniture and 
food to the annex. In letters to relatives, Otto hinted about their plans, warning family not to worry if they 
stopped hearing from him so often.

On July 5, 1941, at age 16, Margot received a call-up notice to report for work in Germany. The Franks ac-
celerated their plan and went into hiding the next day. Otto left behind some papers implying that they had 
fled to Switzerland, and that rumor caught on among the Franks’ friends.

In hiding soft-spoken Otto became a confident leader, organizing a daily schedule, supervising the chil-
dren’s lessons, mediating arguments among the annex residents, and continuing to answer business ques-
tions that the office staff would bring to him. He attempted to impose a structure that would make life in 
hiding as ordinary and tolerable as possible. Anne followed her father’s example and tried to hang on to as 
much of her normal life as she could, from doing schoolwork to inviting members of the office staff to meals 
and sleepovers. She also tried to stay focused on the future. As the youngest resident of the annex, Anne 
changed the most during her two years in hiding. Those who knew Margot described her as polite, studious, 
and perfectly behaved, just as she had always been. Anne often resented her for this, which left Margot 
withdrawn. But Margot and Anne’s relationship improved with time; later, they wrote each other notes, 
and read passages from each other’s diaries.

Life in hiding grew more difficult as time went on; tensions rose, and food became more scarce, but Otto 
remained optimistic that the Allies would soon liberate the Netherlands and save his family. u

The van Pels Family (Pseudonym: van Daan)

Hermann van Pels was born in 1898 in Germany to a Dutch father and German mother. Hermann was the 
fourth of six children, and grew up to join his father’s business as a butcher. Auguste “Gusti” Röttgen was 
born in 1900 in Germany. When Hermann and Auguste married in 1925, Auguste – a German citizen by 
birth – officially became Dutch since married women assumed their husband’s citizenship under German 
law at the time. Peter, their only child, was born in November of 1926.
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In 1933, Hermann’s family was forced to sell their business at a loss due to Nazi-organized boycotts of Jew-
ish businesses. The van Pelses left Germany in 1937 and moved to Amsterdam. In 1938, Hermann joined  
Otto at Opekta, and his expertise in herbs, spices, and sausage-making helped expand the business into 
new areas. His new colleagues respected his vast knowledge and appreciated his sense of humor.

While Otto was friendly with the van Pelses, he did not approve of the way they treated Peter: “Peter’s 
parents were absolutely no good for him. They hit him and threw him out. Peter didn’t have the backing of 
his parents at all,” Otto said. As the Franks and van Pelses were preparing to go into hid-
ing, Hermann took steps to ensure they would have a sufficient supply of meat – which 
was already harder to come by with wartime shortages and rationing. During their time 
in hiding, Hermann was the joke-teller, though also somewhat of a pessimist. Anne de-
scribed him as imperious: always served first (and most) at meals, and always expecting 
his own opinion to be the final word on a subject. Miep described Auguste as “pretty, 
coquettish, and temperamental.” According to Anne’s descriptions in her diary, life in hid-
ing didn’t do much to change those traits; when Auguste appears in Anne’s writing, she 
is usually arguing with her husband or Anne, or flirting with Otto or Fritz. But Auguste 
was also an excellent cook, which was important in keeping up morale in the annex, 
where mealtimes were one of the things to look forward to. Auguste could be difficult to 
please, so when she pulled Miep aside during a visit to the annex on Miep’s 35th birth-
day, Miep expected a complaint. But instead, Auguste presented her with a small token of appreciation and 
friendship: a diamond and onyx ring. 

Between his difficult relationship with his parents and the fear that drove the family into 
hiding, it is understandable that Peter didn’t make a great first impression on Anne. She 
first described him in her diary as “a shy, awkward boy whose company won’t amount to 
much.” A few weeks later, she found some sympathy for him, but still no camaraderie: 
“Of course, it’s very difficult for Peter, who gets caught in the middle [of his parents’ argu-
ments], but no one takes Peter seriously anymore, since he’s hypersensitive and lazy.”

It took Peter some time to settle in and get used to his new housemates, but there’s plenty 
of evidence from Anne’s diary that he was not lazy. He found a variety of ways to help 
out around the annex, like carrying loads of potatoes up from downstairs, chopping wood, 
helping to clean, and chasing rats out of the attic in the middle of the night. Miep remem-

bered Peter as undemanding, never having anything to add to her shopping lists except, once, flowers for 
Anne’s birthday. Though Peter had not been a very good student, he appreciated the extra attention that 
Otto paid to him and his schoolwork, and became an enthusiastic reader. u

Fritz Pfeffer (Pseudonym: Alfred Dussel)

Fritz Pfeffer was born in 1889 in Germany. His parents were religious Jews and owned a clothing store. 
After finishing school, Pfeffer moved to Berlin, studied dentistry, and opened a practice. In 1926, he mar-
ried a Christian woman named Vera Bythiner. They had one son, Werner, but their 
marriage did not last; they divorced in 1933, and Fritz gained custody of Werner. 
In 1936, Fritz met Charlotte “Lotte” Kaletta. She was divorced and had a child, but 
her ex-husband had custody. She moved in with Fritz and Werner, whom she helped 
to raise as if he were her own son. Marriage between Jews and non-Jews had been 
illegal in Germany since 1935, but Fritz and Lotte considered themselves husband 
and wife.

After the violence of Kristallnacht in November of 1938, Fritz sent Werner to live 
in London with a relative, but couldn’t emigrate there himself because of immigra-
tion restrictions. Instead, he and Lotte made their way to Amsterdam. There, he 
found work in a dental surgeon’s office and became part of a group that gathered 
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regularly for coffee in the Franks’ home. During the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands, Fritz realized he 
was not safe and decided to go into hiding. One of his patients, Miep, told him she might know of a safe loca-
tion. When Otto agreed to welcome Fritz into the annex, he was told to come the very next day; there was no 
time for preparations that might attract suspicion. Miep relayed this to Fritz, who 
was very disappointed. The next day, he had a patient who needed treatment to 
relieve severe jaw pain, and he couldn’t bear to disappear and leave her suffering. 
The Franks agreed to extend the deadline. Pfeffer joined the Frank and van Pels 
families in hiding shortly thereafter, much to his own surprise, as he believed the 
Franks were in Switzerland.

While Fritz was in hiding, Miep personally delivered frequent letters between him 
and Lotte. For Lotte’s safety, she was never told her where Fritz was hiding. Fritz 
found it incredibly difficult to be away from Lotte, and to share a room with Anne. 
The lack of privacy took a toll, and he spent much time in prayer. u

The Annex Helpers
Miep Gies

Hermine Santrouschitz was born in Vienna in 1909. Due to the food shortages in Austria during the First 
World War, she was a malnourished and sick child. Warned that she was likely to die if 
her living conditions did not improve, her parents took advantage of a charitable program 
that brought children out of Austria to live with foster families. In December of 1920, the 
starving 11-year-old was sent to live with the van Nieuwenburg family in the Nether-
lands. With them, she thrived, and the family gave her the Dutch nickname Miep. She 
learned Dutch quickly and excelled at school. This stay in the Netherlands, which had 
been expected to last three months before she returned to her birth parents in Vienna, 
was extended again and again by doctors’ advice. When she was 13 she moved with her 
foster family to Amsterdam, to a neighborhood with a large Jewish population. She loved 
living in the city, with its streetcars, canals, shops, and activities.

In 1925, the van Nieuwenburgs brought Miep to visit her birth family in Vienna. She found the city beau-
tiful, but the people unfamiliar. Her birth mother saw that her daughter had “become Dutch” and gave 
permission for Miep to return with her foster family to the Netherlands. Miep stayed in touch with her 
Austrian family and sent them money when she could. No legal change was made to her identification or 
passport, so Miep retained her Austrian citizenship, but she considered herself Dutch. 

In 1933, Miep heard from a neighbor about a job opening at Opekta. When she joined the 
company, Otto appreciated her willingness to speak with him in German, which was the 
first language for both of them. Miep described her social life in the mid-1930s as very 
lively. She belonged to a dance club, where she took lessons with friends and attended 
social dances on weekends. Jan Gies, a social worker she’d met while working at a textile 
company years earlier, became her husband in 1941 when her Austrian passport was in-
validated after she refused to join a Nazi Girls’ Club and was ordered to return to Vienna. 
A policeman advised her that, if she wanted to stay in Amsterdam, her best option was to 
marry a Dutchman – which was exactly what she wanted to do anyway!

When Otto told Miep of his plans to go into hiding, she immediately offered to help. When 
Margot received her call-up notice, Miep and Jan went to the Franks’ home and took as much as they could 
carry. Miep went upstairs to the annex every day to get shopping lists, and would return in the evening 
with everything she had been able to buy, along with any news she had picked up. On Saturdays, Miep 
brought books that Jan borrowed from a nearby bookstore. She was very popular with the annex residents 
and soon became a confidante for Anne and Edith. She helped to arrange Fritz’s move to the annex, and 
added visits to Lotte to her regular list of annex chores after he moved in. u
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Victor Kugler (Pseudonym: Kraler)

Victor Kugler was born in 1900 in Austria-Hungary. Kugler served in the First World War 
in the Austrian Navy, but was discharged in 1918 after being wounded. Kugler received a di-
ploma in Business Correspondence in 1923, and began working for Pomosin Utrecht, a pectin 
manufacturer, where he met Otto. In 1928, Victor married Laura Maria Buntenbach, whom 
he had met at his first job. In 1933, he became one of the first employees at Otto’s newly es-
tablished Opekta Company in Amsterdam, and in 1938, Kugler became a Dutch citizen.

After the Nazi invasion of the Netherlands, Jews were prohibited from owning businesses, 
and Otto officially stepped down as director of Opekta, with Kugler and another business as-
sociate taking his place. Victor was unhesitating in assisting the annex residents. He later 

explained, “I didn’t think about the dangers it would have for me. We knew that if we didn’t hide them, it 
would be like committing them to death.” Kugler brought newspapers, magazines, and other necessities to 
the annex, and tried to give moral support by depicting the situation as optimistically as possible. Some-
times he succeeded in buying rationing coupons on the black market. Primarily, Kugler sold bulk orders 
of spices without recording the sale and was able to pass the money along to the annex residents. The re-
sponsibility was enormous, and Otto recalls Victor as being, “always stressed, especially since his wife knew                 
nothing about us, so he couldn’t talk to her about his worries.”  u

Johannes Kleiman

A native Dutchman, Kleiman (who does not appear in the play) met Otto in 1923 when Otto was setting up 
a branch of his family’s bank in Amsterdam. That venture failed, but the two men would meet again and 
become friends when Otto moved to Amsterdam in 1933. Otto was able to hire Kleiman as a bookkeeper in 
1938, as his pectin business grew. When the Nazi invasion brought restrictions on Jewish 
businesses, Kleiman officially shared the directorship of the company with Victor Kugler. 
Kleiman was the first person to whom Otto revealed his plan to hide in the annex. He was 
instrumental in the preparations and helping to transport furnishings from the Frank and 
van Pels homes to the hiding place. He also arranged to have bread delivered to the office 
by a sympathetic baker friend, as a loan to be repaid after the war, and helped to obtain 
extra ration coupons on the black market so that Miep could buy enough food to feed every-
one. Though he was struck with health issues that prevented him from helping the annex         
residents as much as he wanted to, he continued to do what he could. u

Bep Voskuijl

Elisabeth Voskuijl (who does not appear in the play) was born in 1919, and was often referred to by her 
nickname Bep. She was the oldest in a family of eight children. From the age of eighteen until the age of 

twenty-eight, Bep worked for Otto’s company. In 1938, Bep was able to secure a job for her 
father, Johan, as one of Opekta’s warehouse managers. She hardly noticed preparations 
being made to go into hiding until Otto told her of his plan. She was in charge of arranging 
milk deliveries to the office. She, too, ran many errands to fill requests from the annex, 
and she signed up for correspondence courses that Margot and Anne wanted to complete 
themselves. She also regularly ate meals in the annex, and her company was an important 
comfort to those who were hiding there. u

Anatomy of the Annex
The secret annex occupied two floors at the back of the Opekta office building at 263 Prinsengracht in Am-
sterdam. Behind the door (which was hidden behind a bookcase shortly after the residents arrived), stairs 
led up to the annex. From inside the front part of the building, it wasn’t obvious that the annex existed, ex-
cept through the windows of the front attic, which looked across a roof to the back section of the building. 

Victor Kugler

Johannes 
Kleiman

Bep Voskuijl
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Before the annex became a 
hiding place, those windows 
were painted over. The ex-
cuse for this was that it 
protected the spices stored 
there from damage by sun-
light, but the main reason 
was to hide the annex from 
view. 

At the top of the stairs was 
the room shared by Otto 
and Edith, and later Mar-
got as well. A door from 
this room led into a smaller 
room, originally shared by Anne and Margot, and then by Anne and Fritz. The shared washroom and toilet 
could only be reached through this narrow bedroom. Another set of stairs lead up to a large, bright room 
with a stove and sink, which served as a kitchen and dining room, and as Hermann and Auguste’s bedroom. 

Next to this room was the one Peter used, which contained a steep ladder up to 
the back attic. u

Life in the Annex
Compared to many hiding places occupied by Jews (some of which included 
sheds, crawl spaces, traps beneath floorboards, and even sewers, ovens, and 
behind a church organ) this one was relatively spacious and well furnished, but 
the eight people who lived there suffered from the lack of privacy and the con-
stant fear of being discovered. The residents of the annex spent much of each 

day in the van Pelses’ room, which was the largest and the farthest from the warehouse on the ground floor. 
Life in the annex was governed by rules, routines, and a strict schedule. This was essential for avoiding 
discovery, but it also helped those in hiding preserve something of a normal lifestyle. The ringing bells of 
the nearby Westerkerk, which tolled every fifteen minutes, kept annex residents awake at night. But when 
the bells were removed in August of 1943 and melted down for use in the war effort, Anne lamented in her 

diary that she missed hearing them.

The people hiding in the annex loved reasons to break up the monotony of 
their routine. They invited their friends from the office to dinner and to 
spend the night with them. They also celebrated every birthday with gifts, 
even if all they had to give was jars of yogurt or jam. They and their help-
ers often saved up their butter and sugar rations in order to make cookies, 

cakes, or candies for those special occasions. The annex residents did their best to repay the help they re-
ceived from the office staff by preparing meals for them and sharing their work. Miep and Bep would set 
aside filing or typing for Margot and Anne to do in the evening, and Anne describes in her diary an occa-
sion where the whole group was assigned to package powdered gravy, one of Opekta’s products. Tasks like 
this helped make up for the time Miep and Bep spent shopping for food and other necessities during the 
day. Shopping was a big job, as wartime shortages meant Miep 
had to go to multiple shops in order to get enough food for such 
a large group. Luckily, because the shortages made everyone 
nervous and inspired them to stock up, buying in bulk did not 
appear suspicious. Miep also made sure to be friendly to the 
shopkeepers and gain their confidence, so that they would be 
more likely to give her extra goods. 

263 Prinsengracht

Top row, from left to right: Anne 
and Fritz’s room; Peter’s room 

leading up to the attic; 
The annex washroom

Bottom row, from left to right: 
The main living space; The 

stairs to the annex, hidden by 
a moveable bookshelf

March 10, 1943: I still 
haven’t gotten over my fear 

of planes and shooting, 
and I crawl into Father’s 

bed nearly every night                  
for comfort.

April 27, 1943: Breakfast consists of 
plain, unbuttered bread and coffee. For 
the last two weeks lunch has been either 
spinach or cooked lettuce. If you’re trying 

to diet, the Annexe is the place to be!



At first, the menu in the annex was quite varied, but as the war went on 
and food became scarce, they had to make do with whatever they could 
get. The canned goods and 300-pounds of dried beans brought in shortly 
after they went into hiding ensured that even when fresh food was unavail-
able, there was always something to eat. Although everyone living in the 
annex was a native German speaker, they agreed to speak to each other 
in Dutch. 

Otto found life in hiding surprisingly pleasant, as he recalled after the war: 
“How fine it was to live in such close contact with the ones I loved, to speak to my 
wife about the children and about future plans, to help the girls with their stud-
ies, to read classics with them, and to speak 
about all kinds of problems and all views 
about life. I also found time to read. All this 
would not have been possible in a normal 
life, when all day long you are at work.”

Anne dreamed of becoming a Hollywood 
actress. She pasted pictures of actresses on the walls and in her diary. 
Every Monday, Victor brought her Cinema & Theater Magazine. She 
also loved the House of Orange (the Dutch royal family) and enjoyed 
researching the family tree of Dutch nobility. Otto brought Anne’s post-
card and film star picture collection to the annex, and Anne decorated 
her walls with these images. While in hiding, Anne discovered a passion 
for writing, art history, and Greek and Roman Mythology as well.

Anne’s life in hiding and how she felt about it is, 
of course, the best documented of any of the annex 
residents. She wrote at length in her diary about 
the people she shared her new home with, how they 
spent their days, what she observed about their re-
lationships, and what she thought about. Her atti-
tude is surprisingly positive, but she also shares her 
deeper and darker thoughts. u

The Arrest & Aftermath: Life After the Annex
On August 4, 1944, German police entered the annex and pointed a revolver at the staff, then went into 
Victor’s office. Soon after, Miep heard Jan coming up the stairs to join her for lunch. She gave him the illegal 
ration cards she’d had in her bag and sent him away immediately. Johannes sent Bep out of the office on an 
errand so she would escape suspicion, and told Miep she could leave, but she couldn’t bring herself to do it. 
The German police arrested the eight annex residents, along with Victor and Johannes. After their arrest, 
they were all held in Amsterdam prison.

Victor and Johannes were transferred to Amersfoort concentration camp in the Netherlands. Johannes was 
released after a few weeks thanks to the Red Cross, who intervened on his behalf due to his poor health. 
Victor was transferred to the Zwolle labor camp where he dug ditches to prevent the advance of tanks. Fi-
nally, Victor was moved to Wageningen, where he worked as an electrician and translator for the German 
soldiers. In March of 1945, during a forced march to Germany ahead of the advancing Allied troops, Victor
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August 23, 1943: At the stroke 

of half past eight, he (father) has 
to be in the living room. No 
running water, no flushing 

lavatory, no walking around,           
no noise whatsoever.   

September 16, 1943: 
Relationships here in the 
Annexe are getting worse 

all the time. We don’t dare 
open our mouths at meal-
time, because no matter 
what we say, someone is 

bound to resent it or take it 
the wrong way.

Anne’s desk and diary

April 3, 1944: A ‘food cycle’ is a 
period in which we have only one 

particular dish or type of 
vegetable to eat. It’s not much 

fun when you have to eat, 
say, sauerkraut every day for 
lunch and dinner, but when 

you’re hungry enough, you do 
a lot of things. Now, however, 
we’re going through the most                  

delightful period so far, because 
there are no vegetables at all.

April 16, 1944: Remem-
ber yesterday’s date, since 
it was a red-letter day for 
me. Isn’t it an important 
day for every girl when 
she gets her first kiss?

To take a digital tour of the annex, visit 
http://www.annefrank.org/en/Subsites/Home/                           

 Enter-the-3D-house/
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managed to escape. He hid with a farmer and then made his way back to Amsterdam, where he stayed in 
hiding in his own home until the liberation of the Netherlands. 

From the prison in Amsterdam, the Franks, van Pelses, and Fritz Pfeffer were transported to Westerbork, 
a camp in the Netherlands. They were forced to surrender their clothes and shoes, and wear uniforms and 
ill-fitting clogs. Their food rations were small and their work hard, but Otto later recalled that they were 
treated humanely, since the guards were Dutch, and that although men were separated from women in the 
barracks, he was able to spend time visiting his family. Anne was in surprisingly good spirits. She enjoyed 
being outside again, and meeting new people. Edith, Margot, and Anne were assigned to work at disassem-
bling batteries so the pieces could be reused. This was dirty, unpleasant, and toxic work, but it was easy 
enough to do while carrying on a conversation, and that was a nice change after two years of having to stay 
quiet. On September 3, all eight former annex residents were put on a transport to Auschwitz. Upon ar-
rival, the men were separated from the women, and saw them for the last time. 

In Auschwitz, Otto was assigned to dig ditches. Otto and his friends would discuss art, literature, and       
music, and sometimes sing together, in order to get through life in the camp. Otto asked a friend in the 
camp to call him Papa, explaining that he didn’t know how to get by without his children: “I need somebody 
to be a Papa for,” he said. After a few months, Otto was reassigned to indoor work peeling potatoes. This 
was desirable because he could sneak extra food. In January, sick and weak, Otto was admitted to the camp 
hospital. Peter came to persuade him to leave on a march that was evacuating healthy prisoners ahead of 
the Allied forces arrival. Peter believed Otto would be killed if he stayed behind. But for Otto, the evacua-
tion march sounded more dangerous, and he hid in a hospital bathroom. Those who were left behind found 
plenty of food in storage cellars, and for water they broke through the ice covering nearby lakes. Thus, Otto 
and many others survived until Auschwitz was liberated. 

Edith, Margot, and Anne stayed together after they were separated from 
Otto upon their arrival at Auschwitz. The arguments with her mother that 
Anne described in her diary came to an end; those who saw them together 
in the camp described them as very close, even clinging to each other. Those 
who knew Anne in Auschwitz described her as introverted, quiet, and de-
pressed when she wasn’t courageous and outgoing, using her charm to ob-
tain extra rations for her and her family. One woman remembered Anne 
weeping at the sight of children being led to the gas chamber, which was re-
markable in a place where many prisoners had become numb to such things.

Edith was separated from Anne and Margot when they were moved to Bergen-Belsen in 1944. She was 
selected for the gas chamber, but managed to escape to another barrack. However, Edith got sick with a 
fever of over 106 degrees and died in the camp hospital in January of 1945, two weeks before Auschwitz 
was liberated.

In the winter of 1945, a typhus epidemic claimed many lives in Bergen-Belsen; Anne and Margot were 
among them. They passed away in late February or early March of 1945; Margot first, and Anne a few days 
later.

Hermann was sentenced to hard labor in Auschwitz. After a few weeks, he injured his thumb while digging 
a trench and asked to be reassigned to indoor work. The next day, he was selected for the gas chamber. Otto 
and Peter watched him being marched away to his death.

Auguste survived selection at Auschwitz, and after a few months, she was moved to Bergen-Belsen. From 
there, she was sent to Raguhn, then on to Theresienstadt in April of 1945. She either died on the way to 
Theresienstadt by being thrown in front of the train, or shortly after arriving there. 

Peter survived the initial selection at Auschwitz and was given a job in the camp post office. This privileged 
position entitled Peter to larger rations of food, which he would smuggle back to share with his father, 

Child survivors at Auschwitz



Otto, and Fritz. But none of that spared him from the experience of watching his father being marched 
to the gas chambers. Peter remained in Auschwitz until he was evacuated ahead of the advancing Allied 
troops in early 1945. Peter survived the march and was registered at Mauthausen camp in Austria in late 
January of 1945. There, he was assigned to hard labor. In April, he was ill enough to be admitted to the 
camp hospital, and he died on or shortly before the day the camp was liberated in May of 1945.

Fritz survived the initial selection at Auschwitz as well. In October of 1944, it was 
announced that prisoners with medical certifications were allowed to transfer to Sach-
senhausen. Fritz applied, believing he had a better chance of surviving there. He was 
transferred to Neuengamme, and died there in December of 1944. His son Werner sur-
vived the Holocaust, as did Lotte; his first wife and Lotte’s son did not.

Meanwhile in Amsterdam, with Otto, Victor, and Johannes all gone, the business was 
in Miep’s hands, and she and Bep kept it going until Johannes was able to return. A 
Dutch railway strike, intended to hinder the German war effort, also kept food and 
coal from reaching civilians in the Netherlands, especially once the canals froze over. 
Miep began to travel into the country by bicycle, visiting farms and buying whatever they would sell to keep 
herself and Jan from starving.

On March 31, 1945, Otto boarded a train that would take Auschwitz survivors on a route that would return 
them to their homes while avoiding the ongoing fighting. On the train, he saw his friend Eva Geiringer and 
was introduced to her mother, Fritzi. When Otto arrived in Amsterdam on June 3, he went to the home 
of Miep and Jan, where he was enthusiastically welcomed. Otto spent his first days back in Amsterdam 

visiting friends, collecting belongings that had been left in safe places, visiting the 
annex, and offering his thanks to those who had helped him survive. Thanks to the 
staff that had kept his business running throughout the war, he had a job to return 
to. He also spent hours scanning lists of Holocaust survivors in the newspaper, calling 
the Red Cross, and asking neighbors for information about his daughters. After Anne 
and Margot’s fate was known, Miep presented Otto with Anne’s diary, which she had 
kept, unread, in a drawer, hoping to return it to Anne herself. In 1949, Miep and Jan 
discovered they were pregnant. Their son Paul was born in 1950. 

In 1952, Johannes took over running Opekta (and not just on paper this time) when Otto moved to Swit-
zerland. The diary and Anne’s legacy became Otto’s full-time job. He negotiated with foreign publish-
ers, translators, and prospective adapters for the stage and screen, and he used profits from the diary to 
help orphaned Holocaust survivors and Jews who needed money to relocate to Palestine, as his daughter          
Margot had dreamed of doing. Later, as those profits grew larger, he would set up charitable organizations 
in Anne’s name to promote tolerance. The popularity of Anne’s diary also brought many requests for Miep 
and Jan to travel and speak to various audiences, especially children, about the war and the Franks. Miep 
felt it was especially important to tell their story to German and Austrian children, whose parents were 
often too ashamed to discuss the war or the Holocaust with them. In the meantime, Otto became closer with 
Fritzi, who had lost her husband and son. Friends and family who saw them together agreed that Otto and 
Fritzi were perfect for each other, and they were married in 1953. 

Johannes died in his office in 1959. Otto died in 1980, and left Anne’s writings to the Dutch Government. 
Victor lived a quiet life in Toronto, although he sometimes spoke to students and Holocaust deniers; he died 
in 1981. Bep avoided publicity, preferring a quiet life with her husband and four children until she died in 
1983. Miep and Jan continued to make appearances together until Jan died in 1993. Miep lived to be 100 
years old and passed away in 2010. u

Discovery, Revision, & Publication of the Diary
“I saw some of my former friends who had been in hiding and had survived. Of course, they were in-
terested in Anne’s writings. It was they who judged the diary from a different point of view, valuing 
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Gas chamber                      
at Auschwitz

Otto with Miep, Jan, 
and their son Paul
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more the literary and historical impact of it. They thought I had no right to keep the diary as a private
legacy as it was a meaningful human document. At first I was very strongly against the idea of             
publishing it. But, by and by, I saw they were right.” – Otto Frank

Otto received Anne’s diary from Miep after they learned that Anne had not survived the camps. The diary 
consisted of the red-checkered book Anne had received for her thirteenth birthday in 1942, plus the work-
books, ledgers, and loose pages she had used after that was full. In the annex, Anne desired someone to con-
fide in, so her diary entries were addressed to an imaginary club of girlfriends – one, in particular, named 
Kitty. The diary also included revisions to many entries, which Anne herself had made in anticipation of 

getting the diary published, or using it as the basis for a novel after the war. 

The first draft of the diary is known as Version A, and her revisions are Version B. 
Both versions are incomplete. Most of 1943 has been lost from Version A, and Ver-
sion B ends in March 1944, because Anne did not have the chance to revise her later 
entries. For publication, Otto combined and edited these two versions into what is 
known as Version C. 

Otto asked a friend to help him translate passages of the diary into German to share with his relatives, 
though he was adamant about keeping the original in his possession at all times. The family members Otto 
sent excerpts to were as impressed as he had hoped. He began to show his typed transcript to writers he 
knew. Publishers were interested, but concerned, about some of the more adult sections of the text. Otto 
agreed to remove the offending passages. He had already omitted some of Anne’s statements about his and 
Edith’s marriage, and other sections that felt too personal to share. He also used the list of pseudonyms 
Anne had created for the people outside of the Frank family who appeared in the text.

The diary was published in Dutch under the title Het Achterhuis (The House Behind, or The Annex) in June 
of 1947, shortly after Anne would have turned eighteen. It received critical praise for its honesty, detailed 
descriptions, and importance as a historical document. A German translation was published by the end of 
1950, though it omitted or reworded some of Anne’s anti-German sentiments and did not sell well.

After Otto’s death, Anne’s diary became the property of the Netherlands State Institute for War Docu-
mentation. A Critical Edition, containing the full texts of versions A, B, and C, was published. The Anne 
Frank-Fonds in Switzerland then decided to publish an expanded edition including material that was left 
out of Version C, but in a format that flowed chronologically like a diary, rather than the separate texts 
of the Critical Edition. This version was published as the Definitive Edition, which is the most commonly 
available version today. u

Anne's Legacy
 

Anne’s Diary has been published in more than 70 languages, and over 30 million copies have been sold 
worldwide. Major non-profit organizations have been established in Anne’s name to fund charitable and 
educational projects including orphanages, schools, and programs helping at-risk youth, and to combat 
racism and discrimination. Numerous awards have also been given out in Anne’s name; Anne herself post-
humously was named one of Time’s “Most Important People of the Century.” Anne’s diary has also inspired 
countless young people and activists who have gone on to change the world in their own ways. Nelson Man-
dela described gaining strength and encouragement from the diary during his 27 years in prison. The diary 
has been especially important to children and teenagers living with violence and persecution. u

The first page of Anne’s diary 

Additional content available at 
www.GevaTheatre.org/engage-

learn/programs-for-students          
includes: 

* Hitler’s rise to power
* The Holocaust
* A daily schedule in the annex

* A timeline of notable events from 
life in the annex
* A timeline of the Frank family and 
the Holocaust
* Who betrayed the Franks?
* Refugees since World War II
* The refugee debate then and now

* Additional photographs and images
* Stage adaptations
* Production renderings 
* A list of resources used in the  
compilation of this guide
* Photo credits
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