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Topics for Discussion                                                     
Thurgood Marshall | Civil rights | Supreme Court | 
Brown vs. Board of Education | NAACP | Separate but 
equal | Plessy vs. Ferguson | Jim Crow Laws

Recommended for middle school and up

thurgood

Thurgood spans the impressive 58-year career of 
Justice Thurgood Marshall, from his early days 
as the civil rights lawyer arguing the landmark 
case Brown vs. Board of Education, to the end 
of institutionalized segregation in 1954, and his 
appointment to the highest court in the land.

october 31st, november 8th, 13th, 14th, 
15th, and 16th. all performances at 10:30am

Topics for Discussion                                                     
Charles Dickens and his work  |  Redemption  |  19th 
century London | Adaptations  |  The influence of A 
Christmas Carol

Recommended for all audiences (age 5 and up)

December 4th, 6th, 11th, 12th, 18th, and 19th  
all performances at 10:30am

This famous tale of the redemption of Ebenezer 
Scrooge, the most despised man in London, 
will awaken the heart and rekindle the spirit in 
Geva’s critically acclaimed adaptation.

a chriStMaS caroL

www.GevaTheatre.org  |  (585) 420-2035
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Topics for Discussion                                                     
The Reconstruction Era | Jim Crow laws | Sports and 
American society | Jack Johnson | Racial and social 
constrictions

Recommended for middle school and up

april 25th at 10:30am

Get your ringside seats for this electrifying 
drama that packs an unforgettable punch. 
Boxer Jay “The Sport” Jackson wants to be the 
undisputed heavyweight champion of the 
world. But it’s 1905, and in racially segregated 
Jim Crow America, his chances are as good as 
getting knocked out.

thE royaLE

Topics for Discussion                                                     
Son House’s life and rediscovery | Rochester history | 
Cultural appropriation | The 1960s blues resurgence | 
Post-slavery America | Sharecropping

Recommended for high school audiences

may 8th at 10:30am

Revival brings blues legend Son House back to 
life as we trace his life from its beginnings in 
rural Mississippi, through personal crises and 
his relatively obscure life in Rochester, to the 
stunning rebirth of his career in 1964.

rEvivaL: thE rESurrEction 
of Son houSE



“i think geva communicated the relevance of 
the production well.  curriculum connections 
were reinforced especially with the pre-visit 

discovery Workshop.”
Educator, nativity Prep academy
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We provide all the tools - your P.L.a.y ticket includes:

teacher Workshops
You are invited to Geva two weeks prior to every student matinee production 
to join in a discussion of the play with our artists and staff.  Share curriculum, 
inspiration, and have your questions answered first-hand by those who are hard 
at work on the production you will see. (A teacher workshop is not offered for A 
Christmas Carol.)

teacher Previews
Teachers who would like to attend a performance prior to bringing a group to a  
student matinee may request a complimentary preview ticket.

discovery guides
Packed with information about the play, relevant context, suggested discussion  
questions, and related activities, the Discovery Guide unlocks every production’s  
essential issues and avenues for exploration.  

discovery Workshops
These interactive workshops are free, easy to schedule, take place in your own 
classroom and, most importantly, make a personal connection with students 
before they come to the theatre. A professional artist-educator will travel to your 
school to explore the play’s themes and production values, and inspire curiosity 
for the production. (Discovery Workshops are not offered for A Christmas Carol.)

talkbacks
Performances are immediately followed by a dialogue with cast members so 
that students and teachers may respond to the performance and ask questions 
about the creative process.

actor visits
Invite an actor to walk off the stage and into your classroom. Direct contact with 
our theatre artists will extend and enhance the dialogue that begins with each  
Discovery Workshop and performance. 

www.GevaTheatre.org  |  (585) 420-2035
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Select a performance date and call Eric Evans, Education Associate: 
(585) 420-2035.

We will gladly work with your local BOCES program, Young Audiences of 
Rochester, your school, or other organizations to arrange payment for your 
ticket order.

We’ll give your group 1 free chaperone ticket for every 15 student tickets 
purchased.  Tickets are $20 each.

We can provide seating accommodation for persons with disabilities.

We offer free and convenient bus parking.

We’ll guide you through all the logistics of your performance day, booking a 
Discovery Workshop, and share teaching resources for before and after your visit 
to the theatre.

Let us help you arrange your P.L.a.y. experience.  it’s this easy:

A Christmas Carol, 2017

“from beginning to end the 
preparation and presentation of  

the play was outstanding.”
Educator, henry hudson School

“a student declared that  
this was the best experience  

he had ever had!”
Educator, East high School
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Education Subscription
We want you to become more familiar with Geva and enjoy the full range of our  
productions as you plan your students’ experiences.  

Geva offers a discounted Education Wilson Stage subscription package for just 
$132.  A current school ID for full-time teachers, student teachers, principals, 
guidance counselors, and school librarians is needed for verification. (This offer 
excludes some performances and seating locations.)

To learn about our Education Subscription, call the Geva Box Office:
(585) 232-4382.

Evening and Public Performances
We also welcome student groups to our evening performances and public 
matinees – with all the benefits of our P.L.A.Y. programming. A complete 
performance schedule is available on our website: www.GevaTheatre.org.  

To reserve tickets for evening performances or public matinees 
contact the Box Office at (585) 232-4382.

additional resources for teachers:

www.GevaTheatre.org  |  (585) 420-2035
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The Diary of Anne 
Frank, 2018

Heartland, 2018

Every year we select the productions we most want to share 
with student audiences for our P.L.A.Y. Student Matinee Series. 
You bring your students to an exceptional, professional school-

day performance; we’ll make it easy, enriching, and fun!

“they were fascinated with the production,  
talked about it most of the way home, and asked  

questions in class the next day!”
Educator, English Language arts

We produce work that celebrates the 
human experience. The purpose and 
power of a theatrical event has always 
been to come together in the theatre 
to discover a new understanding of 
ourselves.

Common Core Learning Standards say our 
students will be able to “interpret, analyze 
and evaluate narratives, poetry, and drama 
by making connections to other texts, 
ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal 
events, and situations.” 

In the theatre, making such connections is 
the work we do each and every day; Geva’s 
Education department is here to share the 
inquiry and discovery with your students.

Let us pose new questions and share 
fresh insights. You and your students 
will explore each play this year as we do, 
inside and out. Experience the vibrant 
detail of a fully-staged production and 
the expressive power of ideas brought to 
life by phenomenal artists. Then talk with 
those artists at the theatre or in your own 
classroom. 

When you make a student matinee 
reservation, you’re buying more than 
a ticket; you’re choosing a complete 
educational journey for your students. 

The Agitators, 2017
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Student Matinee Series

Every year we select the productions we most want to share with 
student audiences for our P.L.A.Y. Student Matinee Series. You 
bring your students to an exceptional, professional school-day 
performance: we’ll make it easy, enriching, and fun!

Production Photos by Goat Factory Media Entertainment  |  Student Photos by immaginé Photography
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(Donors listed are for the time period 7/1/17 to 9/31/18)
Thank you to our generous supporters of the P.L.a.Y. program:
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