
Student Matinee Series

What Was going on in america at 
the turn of the century?

ADDITIONAL DISCOVERY GUIDE CONTENT

1900 

1901 

1902

1903

1904

1905

1906

1907

1908

1909

1910

Advent of the modern escalator; work begins on the creation of the New York subway system
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Advent of the vacuum cleaner; first radio transmission successfully received; Connecticut becomes the first state 
to pass speed limit laws (10mph in cities and 20mph in rural areas); President William McKinley is assassinated 
and Theodore Roosevelt becomes President

Advent of air conditioning, the automated tea maker, the polygraph (lie detector) machine, Teddy Bear, and 
neon light

First electrocardiogram; first powered flight; advent of Crayola crayons, bottle-making machinery, and tungsten 
for light bulbs; US establishes naval base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; first Baseball World Series; Ford Motor 
Company formed; Jack Johnson becomes the Negro Heavyweight Champion of the World

Advent of radar, tea bags, and the tractor; summer Olympic games held in St. Louis, Missouri; Long Acre Square 
in New York City is renamed to Times Square

Advent of windshield wipers and silencers on guns; Einstein shares his Theory of Relativity; the world’s first 
Nickelodeon (movie picture hall) opens showing “The Great Train Robbery” for 5 cents; illiteracy epidemic gains 
awareness across the US

Advent of radio broadcasting, Cornflakes, and sonar; Morse-Code SOS is adopted; San Francisco Earthquake 

Advent of the electric washing machine, synthetic plastic, and color photography; first piloted helicopter 

Advent of coffee filters, water coolers, paper cups, cellophane, and the Geiger counter; first Model T automobile 
is sold; Boxer Jack Johnson defeats white Australian boxer Tommy Burns

Advent of instant coffee; first fingerprint evidence used in murder case; Founding of the NAACP

First talking motion picture is demonstrated; immigration into the US is at all time peak; Boy Scouts of America is 
founded; Idaho Big Burn; Jack Johnson defeats white boxing World Champion Jim Jeffries



themes and discussion Questions

after the show

What would you identify as the key themes of The Royale?
How did Jim Crow laws affect the characters in this story? 
How did Jay’s fight for recognition as a boxer mirror the 
struggles of African Americans during the Jim Crow era? 
Jack Johnson once said: “I have found no better way of 
avoiding racial prejudice than to act with people of other 
races as if prejudice did not exist.” Do you think Jay would 
have agreed with Jack’s sentiment? How might Nina have 
responded?
How did Jay’s attitude toward the racial social structure affect 
his family and the black community? What feelings or fears did 
they unleash among the white community? 
How did each individual character intentionally or 
unintentionally cause change in their lives, and the lives of 
others around them? 
What was the legacy Jay was trying to create for himself? Why 
do you think Jay tried to hide his background, family, and 
hometown?
What was Jay fighting for? What was Jay fighting against, both 
internally and externally, in reality and symbolically?
If you were Jay, what choice would you have made in the 
final match, and why? What was at stake, and what were the 
consequences?
Why do you think Max choose to represent Jay? What did he 
have to gain? What does he have to lose? 
What did each of the following characters or groups win and 
lose at the end of The Royale: Jay, Nina, Max, Fish, Wynton, 
blacks, and whites? 
What was the theatrical impact of the playwright’s choice 
of boxers in the final match, and how did it influence your 
response to the story?
How did the rhythmic styling of the storytelling – 
contemporary yet poetic - with stomps and claps serving 
as punctuation, impact your understanding of the story or 
how you felt or experienced the journey of the play and its 
characters?

Why do you think the playwright chose to represent the fights 
theatrically rather than realistically? How did this staging 
influence the storytelling, and how did it coordinate with the 
other theatrical or storytelling elements you experienced 
- such as the set, lighting, sound, costumes, movement 
choreography, and direction? 
Consider what sort of events, and language surrounding them, 
that you observe and experience in our world today. Do you 
believe we are continuing to move forward toward a more 
equal and just society for all, or are we facing backlash in the 
face of progress? What specific things are you noticing that 
support your thoughts? What can be done about it?   

Writing Prompts

Research and write about a person of color who made 
waves in the sporting industry of your choice. What sorts 
of challenges, discrimination, or adversity did they face 
both personally and professionally? What achievements or 
contributions did they make to the sport, as well as socially, 
politically, or in terms of progress or justice? Can you draw 
any parallels in their story to key themes in The Royale, such as 
doubt, identity, legacy, sacrifice, etc.?
Research and write about a working-class person of color 
who, in your opinion, took a chance, made a choice, and 
changed their world. What sorts of challenges, discrimination, 
or adversity did they face both personally and professionally? 
What achievements or contributions did they make? Can you 
draw any parallels in their story to key themes in The Royale?
Research and write about a woman from history who you 
would describe as “ferocious, passionate, and female” (words 
Lisa Tharps, the actress playing Nina, used to describe her 
own character). What sorts of challenges, discrimination, 
or adversity did this woman face both personally and 
professionally? What achievements or contributions did they 
make socially, politically, or in other ways? Can you draw any 
parallels in their story to key themes in The Royale?
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